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“By not engaging in mass organizing and delivering war 
to the oppressors, we become anarchists in name only.” 


---Kuwasi Balagoon, New Afrikan anarchist 
revolutionary (1946-1986) 
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NEW ENGLAND ANARCHIST AGITATION FOR INTERNATIONAL SOCIAL REVOLUTION 


Against the World Trade Organization 


Against Gapit 


The problem with the World Trade Organization (WTO) 
is not simply a problem of bad decisions, it is a problem 
with capitalism itself. The decisions of the WTO may 
often seem to be crazy to ordinary people but to business 
they make sense. It represents the continued ascendancy 
of profit over people. 

With or without the WTO we live in a crazy world, 
where people count for nothing while capital counts for 
everything. How else can we explain how according to 
the UN "the assets of the 200 richest people are more than 


_ the combined income of 41% of the world's people." And 


the poverty of those at the bottom is thrown into stark 
relief when you consider that over one billion live on less 
then a dollar a day. The result of this global madness; 17 
million children die every year of easily preventable dis- 
eases. More generally one third of people in the Third 
World do not reach the age of 40. 

We must be clear that abolishing or reforming the WTO 
will not in itself make a significant change to these figures. 
The problem is with the capitalist system itself, a system 
that can put a man on the moon but cannot provide clean 
water to all of the world's population. This is not because 
the system is run by bad people - the rules of competition 
and profit which today we are meant to worship means 
that if it doesn't turn a profit it's:not worth doing: 

It is worth organizing against the WTO precisely 
because it is a figurehead of world capital. But lets. not 
fool ourselves that if it can be reformed or abolished this 
would make any real difference. It is the sapasi system 


itself that is rotten and that must be got rid of: = 


B WHAT [s1 THE WORLD 1 TRADE ORGANIZATION? 


The World Trade Ore ani zanen (WTO) is the interna- 
tional body that tries to set rules for trade between coun- 
tries. It was set up out of the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) in 1995. Its conferences are 
dominated by the imperialist powers (the US, Canada, the 
EU and Japan) who can afford to send huge ‘negotiation’ 
teams and who determine the agenda each day. In turn 
the policies these teams argue for are determined by the 
wishes of big business in the form of the multinational 
based in these countries. | 

The WTO has the power to decide that any given coun- 
try is erecting barriers to trade. Often this translates into 
multinationals objecting to laws that give some local pro- 
tection to workers or the environment. Right now. for 
instance Canada is taking a case on behalf of its multina- 
tional asbestos industry that seeks to overturn the ban on 
the use of asbestos in construction. 

The WTO is a rich man's club. Itis- integral to the glob- 
al nature of modern capitalism. But it is meeting growing 
opposition. The Seattle meeting saw tens of thousands of 
people demonstrating against the WTO. in Seattle and 
hundreds of thousands demonstrating all-over the world. 


THE WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION ONLY 
SERVES THE INTERESTS OF MULTINATIONAL 
CORPORATIONS 


The WTO is not a democratic institution, and yet its 
policies impact all aspects of society and the planet. The 
WTO rules are written by and for corporations with inside 
access to the negotiations as is shown below: 

The WTO has ruled that it is: 1) illegal for a govern- 
ment to ban a product based on the way it is produced (i.e. 
with child labor); and 2) governments cannot take into 
account the behaviour of companies that do business with 
vicious dictatorships such as Burma. 

Under the guise of removing "barriers to trade", corpo- 
rations are using the WTO to dismantle hard-won envi- 
ronmental protections. In 1993 the first WTO panel ruled 
that a regulation of the US Clean Air Act, which required 
domestic and foreign producers alike to produce cleaner 
gasoline, was illegal. 

The WTO's fierce defense of hiace property 
rights-patents, copyrights and trademarks-comes at the 


expense of health and human lives. The US government, 
on behalf of US drug companies, is trying to block devel- 
oping countries’ access to less expensive, generic, life- 
saving drugs. 

During a the most recent period of rapid growth in 
global trade and investment-1960 to 1998-inequality 
worsened both internationally and within countries. 


WHY THE WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION 
CAN'T BE REFORMED 


Some of those who have organized demonstrations 
around the World Trade Organisation are not seeking to 
get rid of it. Instead they think it can be reformed so that 
it becomes a force for progress, protecting the environ- 
ment, workers rights and the poor. Most commonly it is 
suggested that if the NGO's (non-governmental organiza- 
tions, like voluntary groups and charities) were represent- 
ed at the meetings then the interests of ordinary people 
would be protected. _ | 

We don't go along with this line of argument. 

The WTO will only be taken seriously by global capital- 
ism if it is useful to it. Just like the UN, any incorporation 
of a ‘human rights' agenda will be done in such a way that it 
can be ignored. The problem with promoting such reforms 
is that it promotes the idea that what is needed i iS smarter or 
better leaders to make these decisions on our ‘behalf. 

We must refuse to play the reform | game, it only serves 
to reinforce | the WTO. We must reject the path that seeks 


to persuade : he government | to fi ight our battles for us. “The 
government here is no more on the side of workers and the 


poor then any government anywhere. Allowing them to 
pretend they are, on the international level, just under- 
mines our message at home. 


THE ANARCHIST ALTERNATIVE TO THE 
WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION 


If you believe the problems of the world are caused by 
the capitalist system itself then you need an alternative to 
it.- But for many people what the left has done in power 
under Leninism in the Soviet Union or the Labor parties in 
the west seems to prove there is no such alternative. We 
believe that lessons are.to be learned from those failures 
and that these lessons lead us to anarchism. 

Anarchism is the idea that the mass of people, the work- 
ing class, can change the world for the better, replacing the 
exploitation, inequality and injustice that are all around 
today with a new world based on socialism and freedom. 
Anarchism is the idea of a world where there are no class- 
es - the rich having been sent packing. Where society is 
run and controlled through councils by those who produce 
the wealth in society, the working class. Where there is 
absolute freedom of ideas, of movement and of the indi- 
vidual. Anarchism is a society built on the abolition of all 
tyranny, in society and in the workplace. In the everyday 
class struggle its aim is to build as much working class 
unity as possible. It argues for workers to strengthen their 
organizations and their capacity to take control from the 
bosses. This starts with taking control of our unions and 
community organizations at local level. 

The inequality and authoritarianism of capitalism is nei- 
ther acceptable nor necessary. Workers and the poor are 
constantly being asked to make sacrifices and to tighten 
their belts for the 'good of the country’. The things we most 
depend on like housing, health care and education are the 
very things that are under funded by the Government 
while all the time the huge wealth and profit of private 
industry remains relatively untouched by taxes. 

Anarchists argue that this doesn't happen because we 
have 'bad' politicians, but because it is the way that capi- 
talism works. In a society where a small rich class controls 
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things, it is inevitable that they will exploit and make the 
poor pay for as much as possible. 

Anarchism is a practical way to bring about a society of 
socialism and freedom. The traditional ‘way’, in countries 
like ours, is through the ballot box. It is here that we are 
told that changes can be brought about if we want to make 
them. Anarchists don't agree with this and oppose involve- 
ment in electoral politics for two reasons. Firstly, real 
power in society doesn't reside there. It is mainly a talking 
shop. Even if you did get a socialist party elected to 
Government that stood for the abolition of capitalism 
(instead of the normal situation where they stand for sim- 
ply an expansion of the welfare state) they wouldn't be 
allowed to do it. 

But there is also another reason why socialism can't be 
brought about by electing a socialist government. 
Anarchists argue that socialism is about the working class 
running society through workplace and community coun- 
cils - in other words democracy in all parts of human activ- 
ity. It is through this that a real equal distribution of wealth 
can take place. But most socialist parties don't believe in 
this idea at all. Rather they see socialism as something 
else. For them it is the idea of their Party which ‘represents’ 
the workers interests taking control of the State and 'mak- 
ing it work for the people’. 

_ Anarchists say that no one can actually ‘represent’ work- 
ers interests but workers themselves. Anarchists argue that 
only all those who suffer inequality and injustice can and 
will at the end of the day see the fight to end it through to 
the finish. Anarchists argue that the’ means used to build 
socialism and ends achieved are connected. Thus a ‘Party 
which achieves power believing itself to represent the 
working class cannot but end up creating a rigid hierarchi- 
cal society all over again. 3 

Finally then, anarchism is the idea of a free socialist 
society and how it can be achieved by the direct action and 
strength of the working class. Anarchists stand uncompro- 


_ misingly for a new world. It will be organized from the 


bottom up and production will be to meet peoples' needs, 
not for the private profit of a few. Every individual will 
enjoy complete control of her/his life with no limit on their 
freedom as long as they do not encroach on the freedom of 


anyone else. 


Workers Solidarity Movement 
PO Box 1528 
Dublin 8, IRELAND 
http://flag.blackened.net/revolt/wsm.html 
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| protests, and operated throughout the week within. an affinity. group 











_._ Introductory Ramblings... 


Greetings and welcome to this long overdue edition of WE DARE BE FREE. It has been over seven months since we put out our 
last issue, and we hold our heads in shame for the delay. We are obviously not the first anarchist publication to fall short of a regular 
publishing schedule, and unfortunately it is unlikely that we will be the last. Needless to say, after about three months of working on 
this issue we are more than happy to finally be finished with it (it will probably be quite awhile before any of us can actually bear the 
thought of reading a copy!), and we hope that our readers will find it to be worth the wait. 3 

It probably comes as no surprise to anyone that we devoted as much space as we have in this issue to the Seattle protests against 
the World Trade Organization (WTO). With most of the left falling over each other to stake claim to this new found movement against 
“corporate globalization" (the accepted term for liberal-reformists who fear that this movement will begin to embrace revolutionary 
anti-capitalist ideas on a large-scale), we felt obligated in making sure that the contributions made by revolutionary anarchists in 
Seattle did not go overlooked (plus we think that most of the coverage of these actions has been total shit!). | 

” As Spring approaches, activists are already preparing for the next stage in the struggle against global capitalism with large-scale 
protests and direct action being organized against the IMF-World Bank meetings in Washington DC. Unfortunately, with the growing 
popularity of these struggles amongst broad sections of the left, we can already begin to see this developing movement shifting fur- 
ther in the direction of polite reform rather than open resistance. Even among many anarchists, we can see an abandonment of explic- 


itly radical opposition in favor of embracing a predominantly reformist agenda put forward by the left-liberals and NGO-types. With — 


this in mind, we feel that revolutionary anarchists have a major role to play within this social movement. If we are to develop a strong 
culture of resistance within the generally passive American left, we must continue to bring a consciously radical presence to these 


protests and mobilizations and encourage a more revolutionary direction for these struggles. : 

_ Through anarchism we are able to offer the broadest possible critique of transnational institutions such as the WTO, IMF and World 
Bank that is anti-capitalist, anti-imperialist and anti-colonialist in perspective. For us, these institutions are beyond reform, since they 
play key roles within a global capitalist system that must be abolished outright. Not only must we reject and resist this system at every 
possible level, we must also put forward a clear anarchist alternative that has the ability to capture the imagination of the oppressed 





Awhile back a proposal was circulated by the We Dare Be Free 
Collective calling for the formation of an revolutionary anarchist- 
communist federation that would encompass both the northeastern 
region of the United States and the eastern region of Canada. In light 
of the generally disorganized nature of the growing anarchist move- 
ment in North America, we saw a direct need for a regional federation 
that could provide theoretical coherence, tactical unity and collective 
responsibility amongst revolutionaries who identify with the commu- 
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since we first published our proposal, we received a number o 


committed responses from anarchists within the region, and an even 
‘greater number of messages of solidarity from around the world- To 
help further organizing efforts, an email discussion list was set up for 
individuals who were interested in moving forward with the initial pro- 


posal and participating in the actual formation of this federation. This. 


list has attracted the participation of a handful of active collectives and 
a number of individual anarchist-communists from the region, and has 
served as a constructive forum for exchanging ideas, debating political 
theory and tactics, and coordinating activity with one and other. 
Aside from this discussion list, those of us from the ‘initiative 


group’ (which is loosely made up of participants who have been 
_ working together in organizing this federation) have made it a point 
- to work with each other in coordinating activity and projects (there- 
_ by setting an important precedence for maintaining a high level of 
_ activism within this federation even before we have been officially 


founded"). A handful of us made it out. to Seattle for the WTO 





As revolutionary anarchist-communists, we seek the complete 
abolition of capitalism and the unconditional overthrow of the 
state, and work towards a worldwide classless society of a free and 


equal social existence. We believe that for both liberty-and equality 


to truly be attained, society must be dramatically restructured along 
the anarchist principles of anti-authoritarianism, decentralization, 
mutual aid, free association, direct democracy, federalism, self- 
management, a free distribution of goods and services, and a com- 


-mon ownership of wealth, resources and the means of production. 


Though we are self-identified anarchist-communists, we are non- 
sectarian in our relationship to other tendencies within the revolu- 
tionary anti-Statist left (which includes anarcho-syndicalists, auton- 
omists, council communists, libertarian socialists and ultra-leftists). 

Beyond applying our anarchist politics to merély economic and 
political oppression, we also view the struggle for freedom and 
equality in the context of overcoming social oppression within 
both our own personal relationships, and in society as a whole. ` 
This struggle for self-determination takes form in the active fight 
against racism, patriarchy, and homophobia in our communities, 
and no less importantly, within our own social relationships. 


ANTI-CAPITALISM | aa a 
We are strongly anti-capitalist. As we see it, capitalism is by its 

very nature, authoritarian. Its cornerstones being competition, 
exploitation, inequality and domination. In addition to being both 
exploitive and oppressive for the majority of people, capitalism 
also threatens our world through it's endless wars and the contin- 
ued destruction of the énvironmenf.S 26 = 224°3 93 Sig 

_ For us, the abolition of capitalism is defined by an abolition of 
wealth and privilege, the subordination of the economy to the sat- 
isfaction of human needs, an end to exchange value and profit 
motive, and the total eradication of social classes and the division 
of labor. Through anarchist-communism, Capitalist social relations 
are to be replaced by an egalitarian society where there is a com- 


“upcoming IMF-World 





THE POLITICS OF 


ona large-scale and point towards the direction of true social liberation. 





with one and other. After a series of public condemnations by left- 
activists aimed at the militant tactics used by ‘black bloc anarchists’ 


in Seattle, a solidarity statement was circulated by the NEFAC 


group, expressing Our uncompromising support for these actions. In 
addition to this, we have also raised hundreds of dollars in legal 
defense money for arrested anarchist militants who are still facing 
felony charges for their actions. And most recently, we have started 
to network with other anarchists and_anti-authoritarian leftists in 
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Bank protests in Washington DC. 
A weekend-long founding conference for NEFAC is currently 


Í Boston. Atthis conference, we hope to establish an internal organiza- 
_ tional structure for the federation, and formally ad 


opt a political ‘aims 


aos 


and principles’. In addition to this, we will also begin put into motion — 


the various activities and projects we would like to see come out of 
this federation (putting out a discussion. bulletin, publishing a maga- 
zine, Organizing speaking tours, anarchist agitation, study groups, 
organizing around national and international initiatives, etc.) and dis- 
cuss how we can develop a strong revolutionary anarchist presense 
throughout the region.» ; - sean NTA 

We encourage any class struggle anarchists from the region who are 
interested in participating in the founding conference of Northeastern 
Federation of Anarchist Communists (NEFAC) to write us at WE 
DARE BE FREE, in order to get more information about registering, 
or else subscribe to the NEFAC discussion list by sending an email 
to lists@tao.ca.with "subscribe nefac” in the body of the message. 


mon ownership of wealth, resources and the means of production 
and the distribution of goods and services will be based on the ` 
needs of each individual. From each according to their ability, to 
each according to their needs... 

We currently live in a period 6f advanced capitalism, where 
anti-capitalist resistance takes new forms within the struggles 
against imperialism, colonialism, neo-liberalism, globalization, . 
and corporate dominance. As anarchists, we wish to remain in the 
forefront of these struggles. 


ANTI-STATISM 

The fact that we seek the overthrow of the State (any State) is 
what defines us, as anarchists, from other elements of the far-left. 
The State is a centralized power structure consisting of political, 
legislative, judiciary, military and financial institutions. The pur- 
pose of the State is to uphold the privileges of the ruling class and 
keep the majority of a population in subservience. ; 

Where as both anarchists and Marxists criticize existing capital- 
ist states, most Marxists believe that the authority of the state can 
be transformed in a communist society. We are under no such illu- 
sions.. As history has proven correct, and anarchists have stated all 
along: “If there is a state, there must be the domination of one... 
class by another and as a result, slavery. The state without slavery. 
is unthinkable" (Bakunin), __ ae 

The existence of the state inherently requires the submission of 
the majority of the population to a dominant authoritarian social 

- structuring imposed by a ruling minority. Capitalist or Communist, 

Democratic or Dictatorship, slavery can change its form and its 
name, but its basis always remains the same. This is why we are 
enemies of the state and are ungompromising in our advocating for 
it's destruction. SAS epee, | 
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* Providing a voice for the 
violent minority of black-clad 

hooligans, ignorant vandals, and 

rogue elements” since 1998. 
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Instigate Revolution! 
Distribute “We Dare Be Free’! 


We are looking for individuals (especially New 
Englanders!) who are interested in distributing 
‘We Dare Be Free’ in their community, workplace, 
school, social circle of friends, at demonstrations, 

concerts, lectures, riots, or wherever... | 
(Bundles of 10 are available for $5) 
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Prisoner Sponsorship 
We offer freeissues.to prisoners. Most people who are 
incarcerated are not in a pos{tOmsiq.afford such luxuries 
as radical news & information from the outside Feskelp 
us provide this much needed, but expensive resource; 
lar ear-marked for prisoner 





Worcester Shawn, Kehben, Steve from Maine, The Blister!. 
Workers Solidarity Movement (Ireland chise Liberty 
___ Union, Food Not Bombs —~NHeSa@bate Anarchist Group, 
NorthEast Resistance Against Genetic Engineering (NERAGE), 
Boston Global Action Network. 


Sources for Shamelessiy 


Expropriated Articles: 
A-INFOS, DAMN, Arm The Spirit, Resistance (Anarchist 
Federation UK), Industrial Worker, SchNEWS, Earth 
First! Journal, Slingshot, Peoples’ Global Action, Squat.Net, 
AAC Newsletter, ISWoR, Direct Action Network, Mid- 
Atlantic Infoshop, Anarcho-Syndicalist Review; Rainforest 

Action Network, and the Indy Media Center. 








emphasis on the importance of internationalism. As international- 


ists, we see no borders containing our struggles and we work 
towards the emancipation of all of humanity, regardless of national 
boundaries. We view the anarchist movement on a world basis and 
work towards uniting anarchist revolutionaries and militants across 
all artificial borders. In an age of advanced global capitalism, it is 
not only important that we identify as an internationalist move- 
ment of anarchist resistance, it is essential. 


CLASS STRUGGLE 

Emerging out of an unequal social development, the class strug- 
gle is the inevitable consequence of the class based system inher- 
ent within capitalism. It is an ongoing struggle between the 
oppressed and their oppressors where both social and economic 
power relationships are continually challenged. In periods where 
there is a widespread revolutionary consciousness amongst the 
oppressed, the class struggle is transformed into a revolutionary 
struggle against the capitalist ruling classes. 


REVOLUTION $5.55, ai idee ek 5 

- Revolution, for us, is merely a counterpart of evolution. _ 
Evolution is the natural and habitual course of events and revolu- 
tion occurs when old structures become too limited and insuffi- 
cient for progress to move forward. Revolution is the creation of 
new living institutions, and it is these new institutions that we 
work ‘towards making reality. Pi 3 : 

~ It would be naive to think that this process will happen peace- 
fully. We will make no attempt to hide the fact that we are not 


‘exactly advocates‘of peace.’ We feel that there’can be no peace so 


long as freedom is overshadowed by oppression and both capital- 


'ism'and the state rémain intact. We believe in “any means neces- - 


sary” in actualizing social revolution and: we standin solidarity ~~ 
with those who employ these means worldwide. 
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A COMMU NIQUE FROM 
THE FIRECRACKER NOS O COLLECTIVE: 





WORCESTER, MA - It is with great sadness that we must 
announce that the Firecracker Bookstore / Worcester Autonomy 
Center will be going on hiatus for now (if only temporarily), 
having closed its doors on February Ist, one month shy of serv- 
ing the local community as Worcester's premiere anarchist 
activist center/make-out spot for four years. Reasons for the 
shutdown include volunteer burnout, a perpetual dearth of cash, 
and the damn cold unheated space, but mostly involved the dia- 
bolical scheming of one fat capitalist fuck-pig landlord who 
raised our rent after our lease expired. He'll be removing the 
mountain of trash that we left for him for quite some time, but 
let's face it, this is proof that we really have to get our acts 
together and destroy the evil industrial-capitalist system that we 
always rant about right NOW. 

Anyway, you should still be able to contact us, our new 
address is Firecracker P.O. Box 402 Worcester, MA 01602, and 
the old phone number should send you to a voicemail thing soon 
(508) 753-4002. And if we owe you money (and you're not a 
corporate stooge), please don't hesitate to contact us. We've been 
paying out of our pockets pretty much the entire time and there's 
no reason to stop now. By the way, the general humorous tone 
of this message should in no way be misconstrued as an indica- 
tion that the writer's hopes, dreams, and youthful exuberance 


haven't been crushed and obliterated by this whole experience - 


it really feels like four long years of blood, sweat, and tears, 


~ tears, tears down the shitter. 


In other unhappy news, the Artist's Alliance of Worcester's 
performance space (Host of the 1998 Atlantic Anarchist Circle 
Conference - and known as “The Space") was also recently 


rich fuckers. What will the world do without Punk Rock? 

Firecracker enjoyed many successes in Worcester, and a 
few great victories - Food Not Bombs’ win to serve free food on 
the Common after a year long standoff with City Hall that 
brought national attention to the issues of poverty and violence 
in a tiny City that most people had never heard of and whose 
name even fewer could correctly pronounce. Firecracker played 
an important role as a unique source of alternative ideas and rad- 
ical thought in a City known for it's quiet.conservatism. Sure, 
Emma Goldman and Alexander Berkman lived in Worcester 
once upon a time, but where the hell are they now? The story 
goes that they got outta Dodge as soon as they- scraped up 
enough money to do so. We're here to stay and there is hope for 
the Future: The happy news, thankfully, is that there is a move- 
ment underway to acquire a building in Worcester to house all 
of the fantastic projects that local activists have worked so hard 
on in the past and continue to dream up in the future. Like a bike 
co-op/repair school, a food co-op, A DIY media center, and of 
course, everyone's favorites -The Space, Food Not Bombs, and 
Firecracker. So stay tuned for the Revolution, which will almost 
certainly start in Worcester, Massachusetts very soon. 


PORTLAND, ME-For the past few years, protests have been 
growing on October 22nd in solidarity with the National Day 
Against Police Brutality, Repression, and the Criminalization of 
a Generation, with over SO demonstrations in 1999. 

The reasons for this are obvious. As the police state escalates, 
so do killings by cops; laws passed restricting freedom, espe- 
cially of youth; and the amount of people being locked up in liv- 
ing hells called corrections facilities. 

In Portland, Maine, a group of about 40 youth decided to draw 
the connections between the issues stated above by reclaiming 
the streets and marching from the police station to the county 
jail. Torches were used to bring attention to the march and as a 
symbol of the fiery passion for life and freedom. For what life 
is worth living if it isn't free? A 10-foot puppet of death row 
political prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal was also used to raise 
awareness on his case and show that we are a unified movement. 

After opening the doors and chanting into the police station, 
the marchers started their two-mile journey to the jail. Torches 
were lit along the way, and the streets of the yuppified, big broth- 
er scrutinized, fascist controlled city of Portland were liberated 
by militant youth! Eat your heart out liberals!!! . 


l ple, since January 19, as many as SE 






MANCHESTER, NH - Bight e environmental and human Hanis 


activists were arrested on January 26 around 1pm for staging a 
sit-in at the Gore campaign headquarters in Manchester. 
Supported by dozens of demonstrators outside, activists 
engaged in civil disobedience calling on Gore to use his deep 
family tiés to Occidental Petroleum to block the company's 
planned drilling on the U'wa tribal lands in the Colombian cloud 
forest. 

The U'wa people, who are the legal owners of the land 
where Occidental plans to drill, are so opposed to the project 
that they have repeatedly stated their willingness to die defend- 
ing their land from the oil projects. Last week, a large number 
of Colombian troops were sent to secure this area so that "Oxy" 
can begin drilling. The Army forcibly evicted the U'wa from 


their land via helicopters January 25. Three U'wa people are 


now reported missing. 
Vice President Gore's ties to Occidental Petroleum have 
come under intense public scrutiny in recent weeks. Articles in 


- several mainstream financial magazines such as the Financial 


Times and The Wall Street Journal have questioned Gore's deep 
connections to Oxy. He holds some $500,000 in stocks, and 
stands to reap large financial rewards should Oxy find the 1.5 
million barrels of oil that the company estimates is under U'wa 
land. Oxy and its employees are also frequent and generous con- 
tributors to the Gore campaign and to the democratic party. 

"Gore can make a difference. He can save the U'wa and 
avert a public relations disaster for himself by intervening now," 
said Lauren Sullivan of the Rainforest Action Network. 

The conflict in Colombia is intensifying for the peaceful 
U'wa tribe. oe to a communiqué issued by the U'wa peo- 





AMHERST, MA - On Tuesday, November 30th, a hardy 
group of protesters met on the town common in Amherst, 
Massachusetts, to protest against the World Trade 
Organization. Despite the cold, more than 125 discontented 
individuals met to voice their anger over the anti-democratic, 
anti-environmental practices of the W.T.O. 

A diverse group of speakers, representative of various left 
groups involved in the protest, spoke against the W.T.O. and 
the inherent vampiric evil of its practices. Everyone had a 
chance to get up on the soapbox, from anti-sweatshop activists 
to the local SP member who urged all to embrace socialism as 
the cure-all solution to the problems of the W.T.O., free trade, 
and capitalism in general. David Kotz, a UMASS/Amherst 
economist, attacked the W.T.O. remarking, "Free trade really 
means that corporations are free from any obligation to respect 
the environment and workers rights." During the speeches a 
theater troupe, dressed in business suits, marched solemnly 





Unfortunately, the inmates who are rotting away in the dun- 
geons of the empire never saw the torches of hope as the cops 
crashed the party! When the march made its way up Congress 
Street, cop vans and cars blocked it off, forcing everyone onto 
Forest Avenue. There, cops started arresting anyone they could 
and knocking the torches to the ground, creating quite a fire haz- 
ard. Eight were arrested, six "minors" and two "adults" (the 
adults were kids just hanging out who joined the march along the 
way). One minor received cuts to his face and shoulder when 
the cops jumped him and drove his face into the pavement. 

The harassment continued at the jail where one minor was 
threatened with being taken to juvenile hall for asserting her 
rights to a lawyer and another was told he could, "Piss on the 
floor and clean it up." The cops lied to parents about what had 
happened and those arrested had to sign bullshit papers with cur- 
few regulations. They were also told they were not allowed to 
come in contact with any of their co-defendants and were 
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soldiers have 
been occupying} .. 
an area of thel 3 
traditional terri-| $% 
tory to which the} # 
U'wa have| # 
recently gained| ¢ | 
legal title. In|: 
January, soldier 
f Ont Co1-D oy 
removed dozen 
of U'wa men 
women, children f$. 
and elders whoj 
have occupied 
the drilling site 
since last 
November. 

"We prefer 
genocide at the 
hands- -0f hoe ee a A 
Colombian government c over ae our Mother earth to 
the oil companies," states the communiqué. U'wa leaders have 
vowed to continue to nonviolently fight Oxy’s efforts to drill on 
their land. , 

In recent weeks, Gore campaign offices have been flooded 
by calls of concern about Gore's connection to Occidental and 
the planned drilling on U'wa lands. Dozens of human rights and 
environmental organizations have sent letters to Gore and addi- 
tional protests are cme for future Gore campai gn t in the 





“coming months. 


around the assembly carrying a huge chained globe as if it were 
a sort of coffin. 

Colorful signs read, "Socialism Not Barbarism," “No 
Globalization Without Representation,” and "Globalize This!” 
while several protesters flying purple "Resist" flags ran around 
surely trying to keep warm. At the end of the demonstration, 
the protesters huddled around a phone to hear an Amherst res- 
ident in Seattle describe the days events, and when they learned 
of the success of their co-protesters on the other coast, erupted 
with cheers of joy. 

The protest was clearly a successful public display of dis- 
gust toward the monstrous institutions which strive every day 
to beat us back who would resist, and control our lives. 


` Attracting far more people than the many peace rallies that 


occur regularly in Amherst, this demonstration may serve as a 
catalyst for increased resistance in Western Massachusetts. 


ITH Cops 


restrained from speaking to the organizers. 

The arrests were caught on video, but no corporate media 
would air it. Charges against two minors have been dropped; the 
others haven't heard anything from the courts. A suit may be 
filed against the police. 

The success of this march was due to the militancy on the part 
of the youth who refused to back down in the face of authority. 
This was in stark contrast to the liberals who opposed the per- 
mit-less march and opposed the use of the Mumia puppet that 
one of the marchers actually made! What are they afraid of? 

This only shows that we must reach out to those who can most 
identify with bearing the brunt of the problems of this system. 
We cannot allow liberals to water down our message because in 
the long run our original intent will be lost. Rationalization 
based on the oppressor's logic must go! Acting on their terms 
only protects their wealthy reign. 


TAKE BACK YOUR STREETS! 
TAKE BACK YOUR LIFE! 





FOR MORE INFO CALL 1-888-NOBRUTALITY 
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ACTIVISM IN NEw HAMPSHIRE 





NEW HAMPSHIRE - Anarchism and activism are thriving in 
the great state of New Hampshire. With groups like Food Not 
Bombs, The Real Democracy Project, New Hampshire Youth 
Mobilization (NHYM), the Animal Liberation Front (ALP), the 
Biotic Baking Brigade - Nor'eastah Irregulars (BBB-NI), and the 
Student Environmental Action Coalition (SEAC), the 
Portsmouth seacoast is especially thriving. 

The primary activism in New-Hampshire revolves around 
Food Not Bombs. With about twelve full-time members and 
many more who show up regularly to support it, FNB- 
Portsmouth has been up and serving now for over a year. But 
like all Food Not Bombs chapters, especially those that find the 
determination to survive for extended periods of time, it has not 
been without continuous police harassment. Each week the 
Portsmouth PD pay FNB a visit with some new complaint - be 
it chalk sidewalk drawings, the sign which reads: "Invest in 
Peace: Food Not Bombs," or our tendency to draw a crowd. 
Food Not Bombs has also recently released a benefit CD includ- 
ing 22 punk bands from across the country, the proceeds of 
which will go to both chapters in Portsmouth and Manchester, 
which is currently in its formative stages. ; 

Many of those involved in Food Not Bombs are also part of 
an organization called New Hampshire Youth Mobilization 
(NHYM). NHYM, formed in 1997, deals mostly with political 
prisoners and issues of injustice. Though the members are busy 
with FNB affairs, they still find time to attend and organize 
protests and teach-ins around topics from Mumia to environ- 
mental protection. 

On the environmentalism front, the Portsmouth area has, in 
addition to FNB and NHYM, the Student Environmental Action 
Coalition (SEAC), based at the University of New Hampshire, 
and the Animal Liberation Front. SEAC is the primary environ- 
mental organization in the area, organizing recently a Derry, NH 
Shell Oil and a Wickes Lumberyard protest as well as a World 
Trade Organization vs. Democracy teach-in and letter writing 
and petition campaigns for old-growth forests, Alaskan wildlife 
refuge and rainforest destruction. A few local environmentalists 
have taken the initiative to start up a local A.L.E chapter and 
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BOSTON, MA - From the 26th to the 30th of March, the Hynes 
Convention Center in Boston and the Biotechnology Industry 
Organization is intending to host BIO 2000, the largest-ever 
meeting in the U.S. of executives and scientists, involved in all 
aspects of Genetic Engineering, 
to discuss human, animal and 
plant genetics, patents on life 
and "bio-prospecting.” Join 
activists, scientists, farmers and r 
people from around the worldi--.***: 
for a week of education, strategy, S". 
and empowerment to build a 
cohesive movement against pase 
genetic engineering, and protest ESE 
BIO 2000. 
Northeast Resistance ke 
‘Against Genetic Engineering ii = 


s.es ee 


BIODEVESTATION 2000, to oppose the BIO 2000 conference, 
expose the dangers, both physically and socially, of genetically 
engineered consumerism, and interfere with the BIO proceed- 
ings. The main teach-in/counter-conference will take place on 
Friday, March 24, Saturday, March 25. A public rally, including 
a parade and street theater, to tell biotech industry where they 
can shove their genetic engineering will be held on Sunday, 
March 26th, starting at 1pm in Copley Square. The rest of the 
week will consist of direct action with the intent of disrupting 
BIO 2000 and opening the eyes of the good people of Boston to 
the global devastation being planned right underneath their col- 
lective nose, 

Featured speakers include Vandana Shiva (RFSTE, India), 
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UK), C.R. Lawn (Fedco Seeds), and Stewart Newman (Council 
patie ae for Responsible Genetics). The 
_ =e Bread and Puppet Theater will # 


mp 


(NERAGE) is organizing a weeklong counter-conference, 





having scoped out various labs and factories 
(which will remain nameless for now), has 
announced that actions are being planned for the new year. 

The Real Democracy Project, operating out of Dover is also 
key to NH activism. Less radical than other activist groups in the 
area, the RDP deals much with campaign finance reform, calling 
for an electoral boycott in 2000 until something is done about 
big money in politics. The group has composed a Real 
Democracy Declaration, which numerous newspapers in the 
area have reprinted, and is available, by contacting them. 

As anyplace where activism is on the upswing, New 
Hampshire is not without its share of recent setbacks. The first 
blow from the state came when Dave Pike, aka Agent Genes, of 
the Biotic Baking Brigade - Nor'eastah Irregulars (BBB-NI), 
was arrested earlier this year after pieing geneticist Neil First at 
the University of New Hampshire [see WDBF #4/Spring '99]. 
He was convicted in Durham District Court of simple assault in 
December, and is sentenced to 30 days in jail, and a $1000 fine 
with two years probation. 

Another shot to the NH activist scene came after an anti- 
Disney protest last march [see also WDBF #4/Spring '99]. As 
they entered a Disney publicity event, demonstrators were 
promptly greeted by uniformed and plainclothes cops. At the 
end of the protest, a few of the protesters spoke up and were 
arrested without hesitation. One such person, Steven Diamond, 


was arrested and charged with "Obstructing governmental. 


administration.” The case went to court in August, and Steve 
was found guilty. The decision has been appealed, and is sched- 
uled to be heard in the NH Supreme Court sometime next year. 

So that's about it for the seacoast NH goings on, despite 
some opposition from the state and its agents, resistance contin- 


ues to grow strong. If you want information on any of the afore- ; 


mentioned groups, or wish to get involved with New Hampshire 
activism, contact: 


Food Not Bombs 
PO Box 411 
Newmarket, NH 03857 
(603)659-3050 
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José Bové (Confédération Paysanne, France), Hope Shand 
(RAFI), Brian Tokar (Institute for Social Ecology), Charles 
Margulis (Greenpeace USA), Martin Shaw (GenetiX Snowball, 
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perform, as will the band Seize 
a the Day from Britain. 
i Areas of focus for BIODE- 
: VESTATION 2000 will include, 
-8 but are not limited to: Dangers to 
+ Ecological and Human Health: 
Corporate Control and Global 
Trade; Biopiracy and Intellectual 
Property Rights; Governmental 
and Corporate Agendas; Medical 
Biotechnology and Cloning; 
Monopolies in Agriculture and Seeds; Understanding and Using 
Media; and Mass Movement and Direct Action Strategy. 

Co-sponsors of the BIODEVESTATION 2000, in addition 
to NERAGE, include The Institute for Social Ecology, Council 
for Responsible Genetics, Greenpeace USA, Native Forest 
Network, People's Earth Network, Action for Community and 
Ecology in the Rainforests of Central America and many others. 
For more information, contact: 
NORTHEAST RESISTANCE AGAINST GENETIC ENGINEERING 

(802) 454-9957 // NERAGE@SOVER.NET 
-OR- 
BOSTON BIODEVESTAION CONTACT 
1-8779-RESIST; IN MA (617) 5247841 
BIO2000@ JAMAICAPLAIN.COM 

































ANARCHIST FILM SERIES 
IN WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS 


AMHERST, MA - A newly formed anarchist/radical left journal, THE BLISTER!, has recently begun hosting anarchist films on 
the campus of Hampshire College in Amherst, Massachusetts. Starting in mid-February, films will be shown every Monday night, 
7pm at Franklin Patterson Hall. For more information please call (413) 559-4612. 


THE BLISTER! has just published its premier issue, includin 





g articles on current activism, Seattle WTO protests, an essay enti- 


tled "The American Century," an interview with Utah Phillips and more. For a copy of issue number one, or to get in touch write: 


THEE BLCISTERI 

BOX 0627 
HAMPSHIRE COLLEGE 

AMHERST, MA 01002-5001 
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VERMONT - Central and Northern Vermont activists continue 
to work on a wide range of local, national, and international 
issues. A core of libertarians, organized in several different 
groups, has developed a number of ongoing projects and 
campaigns. 

At the end of August, the Institute for Social Ecology 
hosted a conference on Libertarian Municipalism, a political 
approach that emphasizes the creation of neighborhood 
assemblies and the practice of direct democracy. Activists 
attended from Norway, Sweden, France, the Netherlands, 
Uruguay, Australia, Japan, and Canada as well as activists 
from the US. 

The Northern Spy; a central Vermont based Anarchist 
Newspaper, continues publication on a quarterly basis, 
combining coverage of local issues with national and 
international campaigns. | 

With the recent developments in the case of Mumia Abu- 
Jamal, the local Mumia group in Vermont has seen an upsurge 
of activity. 

A series of public forums were help this past fall to discuss 
globalization, and how to combat the expansion of NAFTA and 
its Free Trade Agreement in the Americas (FTAA) as well as 
the growing power of the World Trade Organization. A group 
of Vermonters helped to organize a protest at last Octobers 
FTAA meeting in Toronto, and another group set out across the 
states last month to help greet the WTO in Seattle. 

Meanwhile, back in Central Vermont, activists showed 
solidarity with the people of the world, protesting the global 
capitalist free-market on November. 30th. Demonstrators 
assembled in front of the CourtHouse in Vermont's capitol, 
Montpelier. About 25 people performed street theater, held 


Signs, marched and handed out literature to citizens and 


government employees. Participating in the protest were 
groups such as Rural Vermont, Bread and Puppet, the Institute 
for Social Ecology, Anarchist Black Cross Central Vermont 
and the Vermont Livable Wage campaign. 
A massive campaign against the biotechnology industry 
has also been launchedsDhis is a regional effort coordinated 
Agai etic Engineering 
(NERAGE) based in central Vermont: NERAGE met the 
of January 22 to plan resistance against a biotechnology forum 
to be held in Bosten at the end.of March: 
Local organizing work continues on issues like opposition 





‘tothe construction of a sewer sludge composting factory, a 


campaign to stop the construction of cellular phone communi- 
cations towers on Vermont's mountain-tops, a living-wage 
campaign which is getting positive feedback and support 
citizens and union locals, as well as acc temto Close the 
School Of the Americas pens 
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Acca Francisco Sabate, a handful of us from the 
greater Boston area (most of whom are involved with the 
regional ‘initiative group’ behind the Northeastern Federation 
of Anarchist Communists), have recently formed the Sabate 
Anarchist Group. We are all revolutionary anarchist-commu- 
nists, and it is our intention to have the group act as a Boston 
chapter for NEFAC once this federation is established. 

We are a relatively small collective at this point, and any 
future additions must be agreed upon by the. existing group. 
We have been holding weekly meetings since mid-January, 
which have mainly been focussed around organizing for the 
NEFAC founding conference (which will be held in Boston in 
April) and Mayday 2000 (along with the Boston Encuentro 
Group). Beyond this, we will also be working with others 
around the Biodevestation conference (in mid-March) and in 
mobilizing for the IMF-World Bank protests on April 16-17th}. 
in Washington DC. 


In addition to these immediate projects, we have also 
talked about forming a study group, Organizing another New 


England Anarchist Bookfair 
(probably sometime during the 
summer), scheduling talks and lec- 

tures, prisoner support, putting out a 

local anarchist newsletter, propaganda 
and agitation, and working towards 
bringing an organized revolutionary 
anarchist presence to Boston's activist 
community. 

At this point we have no permanent 
mailing address, however, for the time 
being anyone interested in contacting 
us can write to the following: 


SABATE ANARCHIST GROUP 
C/O WE Dare BE FREE 
~ PO Box 230685 
Boston, MA 















BOSTON - Betwech 500- 600 Oe protesters added their 
voices to a growing tide of global action against the World 
Trade Organization on the evening of December Ist outside the 
Boston Federal Reserve Building in what was the largest and 
most enthusiastic protest Boston has seen in quite some time. 

i Planned to coincide not only with the third ministerial con- 
ference of the WTO, but with the anniversary of a sit-in at the 
State House on December 1st of last year to protest the decima- 
tion of welfare in Massachusetts, where eight were arrested, the 
action was co-organized by United for a Fair Economy, 
Massachusetts Jobs with Justice, the Mass AFL-CIO and a vari- 
ety of labor and environmental organizations. 

A feeder march of about 200 demonstrators started at the 
Park Street subway station at 4:30pm and wound its way 
through the Downtown Crossing shopping 

Bn district during rush hour. As has been 

pee the pattern in Seattle and 
xæ throughout the world, large, 
creative puppets led the 
way to the menacing 

Federal Reserve building 

near Boston's waterfront 

where the crowd tripled in 












Persevering in tig face of biting winds and sub-zero tem- 
peratures, participants listened to speeches from a community 
organizers and labor leaders representing the Rainforest Action 
Network, Earth Action Network, Toxics Action Networks, 
Students Against Sweatshops, Jobs with Justice, Amnesty 
International and Massachusetts AFL-CIO, while others kept up 
a steady stream of cheers, jeers and creative chants. 

Out of the united forces of Boston rallying against the 
World Trade Organization formed the Boston Global Action 
Network (BGAN). The group came together as a much-needed 
effort in the area to oppose globalization on a local level. Since 
the December first protests, Boston has seen a seemingly 

unending stream of teach-ins thanks largely to the work of 


regarding Fidelity Investments/Oxy Petroleum, the Formation 
of a Student Activist Network and Biodevestation’2000. N30 is 

over, but the fight against global capitalism has only just begun. 
Contact Boston Global Action at: 


BOSTON GLOBAL ACTION NETWORK 


c/o United for a Fair Economy 
37 Temple Place, 2nd Floor; Boston, MA 02111. 
tel: 617-423-2148 x 24 // email: mprokosch @ufenet.org 
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Prison Book Program 
92 Green Street, Jamaica Plain MA 


(in the basement of Red Sun Press; on the Orange Line: Green St. Stop) 
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Dig Into the piles of letters from 
MASON ELS: across the nation ara 







*Dowatiogs of quality, books appreciated: 
especially dictionaries, books in: apaàish, 
and pe pple? s- history: ` 
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| band, The Pinkerton Thugs in: an ~ 4 


BGAN and promises to see much activity in the near future 
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The purpose of The Anarchist Liberty Union, since its incep- 
tion, has been to organize a network of anarchist groups (book- 
sellers, presses, bands, distros) and people to facilitate commu- 
nication within the anarchist movement, to encourage debate, 
to refine anarchist theory through argument, and n C 

erally provoke discussion on a variety of issues T 
surrounding anarchism in this world. AV a 

The ALU was founded by members 

of the now legendary political punk sN 





attempt to educate a widely apa- 

thetic and left-ignorant scene of Q- 
New England punk rockers. 

Being an immensely popular and 
talented band, the small organi- 

zation they formed with their ses 
spare change flowered into a col- } 
lection of hundreds of anarchists, 4 ™ 
giving many kids their first expo- A 
sure to radical politics and the revo- # #*™ 
lutionary concept that we don't have 

to do what "they" say. As the band 
members moved away, the Portsmouth NH 7. 

punk scene was slowly deteriorated, and with- {4 f 
out a steady source of income the organization 

became too large to handle. The Thugs gave over the unwant- 
ed reins to two zealous young punks (also from and still stuck 
in Kennebunk), Patrick Brennan-Wessels, ahd John 
Charpentier, singer for Civil War. 


John and Patrick planned many projects and attempted to 
realize them, but were also struck down by the empty pocket. 





F The membership had grown to hundreds, and chapter requests 


were coming in from around the world. They were swamped 
and with more mail coming in every day, and more futile meet- 
ings with other anarchist youths, they came to the realization 
that the organization was slowly becoming more and more 
hierarchical, depending more and more on the direction and 
money of two high-school kids, and less and less on the many 
members who demanded more mail and literature. 

About a year went by, and the ALU was pronounced dead. 
Vic Robinson, of The Commonwealth and Black Spring 
Project, took over the unwanted reins by having all ALU mail 
forwarded to him for a few months. Receiving more and more 
letters of encouragement and after months and months of idle, 
John decided to get the Union back on its feet, constructing a 
web page being the first step in that direction. 7 

At one time the ALU boasted over thirty Seis ee 
‘ing contacts in Poland, and other countries. During the ALU's 
principal period of disintegration and turmoil, a SR was 
sent out to every chapter asking for an update as to their status 
and affairs. We received one response. 





BOSTON, MA - The Boston Encuentro hosted the second stop 
of the Peoples' Global Action International Caravan Against the 
World Trade Organization. The Caravan, dubbed "The Road to 
Seattle: An Educational Road Show on Corporate 
Globalization," included women and men from Bangladesh, 
Bolivia, Canada, Germany, India, Israel, Mexico, Nepal, 
Nigeria, Pakistan, Panama, the US, UK and West Papua. 
Participants were people who have been directly impacted by. 
corporate globalization, and represent environmental, human 
rights, workers, fisherfolk and farmers’ movements. They repre- 
sent movements fighting sweatshops worldwide, corporate 
takeover of family farming in India, the destruction of 
Indigenous communities in West Papua, and the rape of the land 
by oil companies in Nigeria and South America. 

The caravan began its trek across the US in New York on 
Thursday, October 28, minus nine of its key members due to a 
decision by the Clinton administration to deny them visas. The 
organizers of the event, Peoples’ Global Action, called the deci- 
sion by the US State Department "an attempt to stifle opposition 
to the WTO ministerial in Seattle." Peoples' Global Action 
(PGA) is an international movement, which believes that the 
WTO is fundamentally flawed, is beyond reform and must be 
abolished. : 

The ten to twelve members of the caravan arrived in 
Boston late Friday night to a hot meal provided by the Boston 
Encuentro, a group of local Zapatista-influenced anti-capitalists 
who took on the task of organizing the caravan's stay in Boston. 
On Saturday; most of the group attended a day-long teach-in- on 
globalization at Boston College, where Sanjay Mangala, an 
activist from the Narmada Valley in India and member of the 
PGA caravan, had an opportunity to speak and answer questions 
alongside Ralph Nader, representatives from Alliance For 
Democracy, the AFL-CIO, and United for a Fair Economy. 


After a handful of speeches calling for WTO reform; Sanjay. 


took the stage with fiery oration calling the WTO for what it is; 
the highest manifestation of advanced Capes which ‘cannot 
















_ For this reason, we have decided to start fresh. If you 
would like to organize a chapter of The Anarchist Liberty 
Union in your state (or country), please contact us via e-mail or 
post. Maintaining an ALU chapter is no easy job, and we ask § 


you review the following responsibilities, before 


i “Ly requesting to charter a chapter. 


The primary responsibility of those 








who wish to organize a chapter of the 
As ALU is to coordinate distribution of 
$ A ALU literature and propaganda, 
2 and work to organize anarchist 
activities in their area. The 
aN recruitment of new members is 
@ also of foremost importance, as 
we, aS an organization, exist 
merely to network anarchists in 
A aN attempt at more efficient 
U organization of a faction of 
A. thinkers with a terribly disorgan- § 
ized history. 
We expect monthly or bi- 
N monthly updates, and in cases where 
i é j we do not have any indication as to the 
N statūs of your chapter, we will consider it 
non-existent and terminate any further reference to 
and promotion of it. However, it should be noted that there is 
no direction received from the "main/Maine" chapter. In order 
to preserve our organization and avoid counterintelligence | 
trouble, we do not advocate violence, not as a matter of princi- 
ple, but rather so as not to be held responsible for others’ 
actions. There is no official ALU dogma, and we created this 
organization years ago with the intent of provoking discussion 
of anarchist ideology, and provoking debate in general. We ask 
for periodic reports to ensure that the organization itself sur- } 
vives and doesn't stumble blindly into a state of disarray, much 
like what occurred about a year ago. For the time being, the 
Maine chapter is taking on the bulk of organizational responsi- 
bilities, and is coordinating the formation of other chapters, 
whom will at a time where sufficient, stable chapters exist, 
assume equal responsibility and control. At such-a time, the 
chapters will function as one unit in terms of organization, and 
hundreds in terms of affairs and agitation. 


-The Anarchist Liberty Union 
CONTACT: ee 
THE ANARCHIST LIBERTY UNION 
_P. cen BO. iata 





be reformed and must be destroyed. Whereas the other speakers 
received only a luke-warm response, the crowd woke from its 
reformist speech-induced coma tò meet Sanjay with a standing 
ovation. 

Saturday night, the caravan met back at the Community 
Church of Boston, which donated space to. the event for the- 
weekend, for dinner followed by a well attended forum on glob- 
alization and transnational resistance. Members of the caravan 
made up a panel and discussed with a crowd of about 50 people 
the struggles of their own countries and how they relate to the 
international struggle against global capital. 

Sunday -morning, the group attended the Community 
Church of Boston's non-denominational service and breakfast, 
where a few more of them had an opportunity to speak. 
Following breakfast, the group met for the first time the vehicle 
that would take them all the way to Seattle. Volunteers spent the 
entire previous day cleaning out and painting an old school bus, 
bought by the PGA specifically for the caravan. Amidst a small 
send-off party, the caravan loaded up and boarded the brightly- 
colored beast and set out on their month-long cross-country. trek 
‘stopping in over twenty communities, including large cities, 
small towns and Native American Reservations, arriving in 
Seattle just in time for the start of the WTO's third ministerial 
conference on November 30th. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Anarchist-communism has been regarded by other anarchist 
currents as a poor and despised relation, an ideological trophy to 
be exhibited according to the needs of hagiography or polemic 
before moving on to "serious things" (the collectivizations of 
Spain, anarcho-syndicalism, federalism or self-management), 
and as an "infantile utopia" more concerned with dogmatic 
abstractions than with "economic realities." Yet, anarchist com- 
munism has been the only current within the anarchist move- 
ment which has explicitly aimed not only at ending exchange 
value but, among it's most coherent partisans, at making this the 
immediate content of the revolutionary process. We are speaking 
here, of course, only of the current which explicitly described 
itself as "anarchist-communist,” whereas in fact the tendency in 
the nineteenth century to draw up a stateless communism 
"utopia" extended beyond anarchism properly so-called. 

Anarchist-communism must be distinguished from collec- 
tivism, which was both a diffuse movement (see, for example, 
the different components of the International Working Men's 
Association, the Guesdists, and so on) and a specific anarchist 
current. As far as the latter was concerned, it was Proudhon who 
Supplied its its theoretical features: an open opponent of com- 


munism (which, for him, was Etienne Cabet's “communism"), — 


he favored instead a society in which exchange value would 
flourish = a society in which workers would be directly and 
mutually linked: to each other by money and the market. The 
Proudhonist collectivists of the 1860's and 1870's (of whom 
Bakunin was one), who were resolute partisans of the collective 


ownership of the instruments of work and, unlike Proudhon, of — 


land, maintained an essence of this commercial structure in the 


though the term h 


Ownership by any collectivity). TIA 

In the 1870's and the 1880's the anarchist-communists, who 
wanted to abolish exchange value in all it's forms, broke with the 
collectivists, and in so doing revived the tradition of radical 
communism which had existed in France in the 1840's. ~ 
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In 1843, under the Rabelaisian motto "Do what you will!", and 
in opposition to Etienne Cabet, Théodore Dézamy's Code de la 
Communauté laid the basis for the principles developed later-in 
the nineteenth century by communist and anarchist-communist 
theoreticians such as Joseph Déjacque, Karl Marx, Fredrick 


Engels, William Morris and Peter Kropotkin. These principles 


involved the abolition of money and commercial exchange; the 
subordination of the economy to the satisfaction of the needs of 
the whole population; the abolition of the division of: labor 
(including the division between the town and country and between 
the capital and the provinces); the progressive introduction of 
attractive work; and the progressive abolition of the:state and of the 
functions of government, as a separate domain of society, following 


as now come to have a somewhat different — 
meaning (state ownership, i.e. "state capitalism", rather than > 








Besides rejecting Cabet's utopia, because it maintained the divi- 
sion of labor - in particular that between town and country - and 
sought to organize it rigidly in the name of economic ‘efficiency,’ 
Dézamy also refused to insert between the capitalist mode of pro- 
duction and communist society a transitional period of democra- 
cy which would have pushed communism into the background. 
By seeking to establish a direct link between the revolutionary 
process and the content of communism, so that the dominant class 
within capitalism would be economically and socially expropriat- 
ed through the immediate abolition of monetary circulation, 
Dézamy anticipated what was to be the source of the basic origi- 
nality of anarchist-communism, in particular in its Kropotkinist 
form. This feature was the rejection of any ‘transition period’ that 
did not encompass the essence of communism: the end of the 
basic act of buying and selling. : 

At about the same time, the communists around the journal 
L'Humanitaire, organe de la science sociale (of which two issues 
appeared in Paris in 1841) advocated a program of action very 
close to that of Dézamy, proposing, among other things, the abo- 


lition of marriage. In addition, they made travel one of the prin- . 


cipal characteristics of communist society, because it would 


bring about mixing of the races and interchange between indus- 


trial and agricultural activities. This group also identified itself 
with the Babouvist Sylvain Maréchal for having proclaimed 
'anti-political and'anarchist ideas'. However, it was above all the 
house-painter Joseph Déjacque (1822-64) who, up until the 
foundation of anarchist communism ‘properly so-called, 
expressed in a coherent way the radical communism which 
emerged in France from the 1840s as a critical appropriation of 


~ Fourierism, Owenism-and neo-Babouvism. 
~ Déjacque's work was an examination of the limits of the 1848 » 


* 


Déjaeque was a fierce opponent of all the political gangs of 


` the period. He rejected Blanquism, which was based on a divi- X 
sion between the ‘disciples of the great people's Architéct' and" s 
‘the people, or vulgar herd,’ and was equally opposed to-all the 3 


variants of social republicanism, to the dictatorship of one man 
and to 'the dictatorship of the little prodigies of the proletariat.’ 


` With regard to the last of these, he wrote that: 'a dictatorial com- 


mittee composed of workers is certainly the most conceited and 
incompetent, and hence the most anti-revolutionary, thing that 
can be found...(It is better to have doubtful enemies in power 
than dubious friends)’. He saw ‘anarchic initiative,’ ‘reasoned will’ 
and ‘the autonomy of each’ as the conditions for the social revo- 
lution of the proletariat, the first expression of which had been the 
barricades of June.1848. In Déjacque's view, a government result- 
ing from an insurrection remains a reactionary fetter on the free 
initiative of the proletariat. Or rather, such free initiative can only 
arise and develop by the masses ridding themselves of the 
authoritarian prejudices’ by means of which the state reproduces 
itself in its primary function of representation and delegation. 


Déjacque wrote that: 'By government I understand all delega- - 


tion, all power outside the people,' for which must be-substituted, 
in a process whereby politics is transcended, the ‘people in direct 
possession of their sovereignty,’ or the ‘organized commune.’ For 
Déjacque, the communist anarchist utopia would fulfil the func- 
tion of inciting each proletarian to explore his or her own human 
potentialities, in addition to correcting the ignorance of the pro- 
letarians concerning ‘social science. 

However, these views on the function of the state, both in the 
insurrectionary period and as a mode of domination of man by 
man, can only be fully understood when inserted into Déjacque's 
global criticism of all aspects of ‘civilization (in the Fourierist 
sense of the term). For him, ‘government, religion, property, 
family, all are linked, all coincide.' The content of the social rev- 
olution was thus to be the abolition of all governments, of all 
religions, and of the family based on marriage, the authority of 
the parents and the husband, and inheritance. Also to be abol- 


ished were ‘personal property, property in land, buildings, work- 


shops, shops, property in anything that is an instrument of work, 
production or consumption.’ Déjacque's proposed abolition of 
property has to be understood as an attack on what is at the heart 
of civilization: politics and exchange value, whose cell (in both 


` senses) is the contract. The abolition of the state, that is to say of 


the political contract guaranteed by the government (legality), 


nism 
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which is replaced by the community of goods: ‘Commerce.,...this 
scourge of the 19th century, has disappeared amongst humanity. 
There are no longer either sellers or sold.’ 

Déjacque's general definition of the 'anarchic community’ was: 


“the state of affairs where each would be free to produce and 
consume at will and according to their fantasy, without hav 


ing to exercise or submit to any control whatsoever over any 
thing whatever; where the balance between production and ` 


consumption would establish itself, no longer by preventive 


and arbitrary detention at the hands of some group or other. = 
but by the free circulation of the faculties and needs of each.” 


Such a definition implies a criticism of Proudhonsim, that is to _ 


say of the Proudhonist version of Ricardian socialism, centered 
on the reward of labor power and the problem of exchange value. 
In his polemic with Proudhon on women's emancipation, 
Déjacque urged Proudhon to push on 'as far as the abolition of the 
contract, the abolition not only of the sword and of capital, but of 
property and authority in all their forms,'.and refuted the com- 


a 


mercial and wages logic of the demand for a ‘fair reward' for 


‘labor’ (labor power). Déjacque asked: 'Am I thus.. right to want, as 
with the system of contracts, to measure. out‘to each - according to. 
their accidental capacity to produce - what they are entitled to?’ The: 
> answer given by. Déjacque to this question is unambiguous: ‘it is not 

the product of his or her labor that the worker has a right to, but to. 


the satisfaction of his or her needs, whatever may be their nature.’ 
The ‘direct exchange’ theorized by Proudhon corresponded to 


supposed “abolition' of the wages system which in fact would: 
_ have turned groups of producers or'individual producers into the 


legal agents of capital accumulation: For Déjacque, on the other. : 
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any hierarchy, without any authority' except that of the ‘statistics 
book’ - corresponded to 'natural exchange,' i.e. to the ‘unlimited 
freedom of all production and consumption; the abolition of any 
sign of agricultural, individual, artistic or scientific property; the 
destruction of any individual holding of the products of work; 
the demonarchization and the demonetarization of manual and 
intellectual capital as well as capital in instruments, commerce 
and buildings. 

The abolition of exchange value depends on the answer given to 
the central question of 'the organization of work' or, in other words, 
on the way in which those who produce are related to their activity 
and to the products of that activity. We have already seen that the 
answer Déjacque gave to the question of the distribution of products 
was the community of goods. But the community had first of all to 
be established in the sphere of productive activities themselves. 
Although the disappearance of all intermediaries (parasites) would 
allow an increase in production, and by this means would guarantee 
the satisfaction of needs, the essential requirement was the emanci- 
pation of the individual producer from ‘enslaving subordination to 
the division of labor' (Marx) and, primarily, from forced labor. This 
is why the transformation of work into ‘attractive work' was seen by 
Déjacque as the condition for the existence of the. community: "The 
organization of attractive work by series. would have replaced 
Malthusian competition and repulsive work.' This organization was 
not to be something exterior to productive activity. Déjacque's com- 
munist anthropology was based on.the liberation of needs. includ- 
ing the need to act on the world and nature, and made no distinction 
between natural-technical necessities and human ends. Although its 
vocabulary was borrowed from.Fourier (harmony, passions, series 






form of groups of producers, organized either ona territorial’ revolution and the: reasons for its failure. It was developed hand, the communal state of affairs + the’phalanstery: ‘without .° 
= basis (communes) or on an enterprise basis (cooperatives, craft around a rejection of two things: the state, even if ‘revolution- ¥; ee CEST Taga oma a 
groupings) and linked to each other by the circulation of value. ary, and collectivism of the Proudhonist type. Déjacque réfor- ii 
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economy where the legal ownership of the instruments of pro- - from ti rianism’and s ati: n CAN i by those” ae 

= Cuctonis'neld by a network of “collectivities. which are sorts of suc as Cabet and La Fraternité de 1845. Déjacque spoke of: ci 

workers’ jointstock companies. Most contemporary anarchists “Liberty! Which’ has been so misused against the community Ea a) eel 
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for which anarchy is substituted; is linked indissolubly with the 


and so on), it aimed at the community of-activities more than the 
abolition of commerce, that is to say of the commercial contract, 


organized deployment-of labor. power: 'The different series of 
workers are recruited on a voluntary: basis like the men on,a barri- 
cade, and are completely free to stay there.as.long. as they: want:or >. 
. to move on: tọ., another series.. on - barricade.’ Déjacque's 
‘Humanisphere: was to have no hours of work nor obligatory group- 
ings. Work could be done in isolation or otherwise. , 


the communization of social relations, which was to be brought < 
about by a revolutionary government. It should be noted that: 
Dézamy advocated the 'community of goods’ and’ resolutely): 
opposed the specifically collectivist slogan of ‘socialization of prop- 
erty. In doing so, he anticipated the criticalvanalysis\ of property 
which Amadeo Bordiga made more than a century later. 
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As to the division of labor, Déjacque proposed its abolition in 
a very original way. What he advocated was a reciprocal process 
of the integration of the aristocracy (or rather of the aristocratic 
intelligentsia) and the proletariat, each going beyond its own 
unilateral intellectual or manual development. 

Although he recognized the futility of palliatives, Déjacque 
was perhaps exasperated by the gulf between the results of his 
utopian research and the content of the class struggle in the 
1850s, and tried to bridge this gulf with a theory of transition. 
This theory aimed to facilitate the achievement of the state of 
community, while taking into account the existing situation. Its 
three bases were, first, ‘direct legislation by the people’ (‘the 
most democratic form of government, while awaiting its com- 
plete abolition’); second, a range of economic measure which 
included ‘direct exchange’ (even though Déjacque admitted that 
his democratized property without abolishing exploitation), the 
establishment of Owenite-type ‘labor bazaars,’ ‘circulation 
vouchers’ (labor vouchers) and a gradual attack on property; and 
third, a democratization of administrative functions (revocability 
of public officials, who would be paid on the basis of the average 
= ofa a N and the abolition of the police and the army. 





It is an E fact that this programme aC pded that of 


_ the Paris Commune of 1871, at least on certain points. But this 


is the weak side of Déjacque where he accepts the ‘limits’ of the 


1848 Revolution, against which he had exercised his critical 


imagination. The ‘right to work' appeared along with the rest, and 
with it the logic of commerce. It should be noted that, on the ques- 
tion of the transition, Déjacque singularly lacked ‘realism’ since, 
even if the insoluble problems posed by the perspective of work- 
ers managing the process of value-capital are ignored, he pro- 


posed giving not only women, but’ ‘puisoners and the ‘insane’ the: 


right to vote, without any age limit. But the transition was only a 
second best for Déjacque and he explicitly recognized it as such. 
There was no abandoning of utopian exploration in favor of the 
transition, but a tension between the two, the opposite to what was 
to be the case with Errico Malatesta, with whom he could be 
superficially compared. 

The tenor of Déjacque's utopia, its move towards breaking with 
all commercial and political constraints, its desire to revive the 
insurrectionary energy of the proletariat, and its imaginative depth 
(comparable to that of William Morris) enable one to see that it 
made a fundamental contribution to the critical element in anar- 
chist-communism. Déjacque provided anarchist-communism dur- 
ing the first cycle of its history with an iconoclastic dimension, the 
glimmers of which are not found again until the Kropotkin of the 
1880's or until Luigi Galleani in the twentieth century. 


THE REFORMULATION OF COMMUNIST ANARCHISM 
IN THE 'INTERNATIONAL WORKING MEN'S 
ASSOCIATION’ (IWMA) 


The First International, or International Working Men's 
Association, was organized in 1864 and was active for several 
years before splitting into acrimonious factions in the aftermath 
of the Paris Commune of 1871. The split that occurred in the 
IWMA was essentially over the details of collectivism and over 
the ways of arriving at a ‘classless society’ whose necessarily 
anti-commercial nature was never stated (except in Marx's 
Capital), or rather never played any part in shaping the practice 
of the organization. Bakunin himself, a left-wing Proudhonist 
for whom the abolition of exchange value would have been an 
aberration, purely and simply identified communism with a 
socialistic Jacobin tendency and, moreover, generally used the 
term ‘authoritarian communism’ as a pleonasm to describe it. 

In August 1876, a pamphlet by James Guillaume entitled Idées 
sur l'organisation Sociale was published in Geneva. The impor- 
tance of this text lies not in its succinct presentation of the 
framework of a collectivist society, but in the relation set out by 
Guillaume between such a society and communism. Starting out 
from the collective ownership of the instruments of production, 
that is to say from the ownership of by each 'corporation of 
workers in such and such an industry' and by each agricultural 
grouping, and hence from the ownership by each of these groups 
of their own products, Guillaume ends up at ‘communism’, or - 
since he does not employ this term - at the substitution of free 
distribution for exchange. The transition to free distribution is 
supposed to be organically linked to the society described by 
Guillaume, even though it is a society organized around the 
exchange of products at their value, because of the guarantee 
represented by the collective ownership of the means of produc- 
tion. The essential point here is that communism is reduced to 
the status of a moral norm, which it would be a good thing to 
move towards, and is made to appear as the natural development 
of a collectivist (and wage) society, with its rigid division 


Se er a 


between industrial and agricultural producers, its policy of full 
employment and its payment of labor power. 

In making the precondition for communism a soggal relation- 
ship built on wage system, and by seeing this as the basis for the 
state becoming superfluous, Guillaume laid the foundation for 
the regression that was to overtake anarchist-communism and of 
which Malatesta was 
to be one of the princi- 
ple representatives. 
According to 
Guillaume, the precon- 
ditions for communism 
were a progressive 
appearance of an abun- 
dance of products, 
which would allow calculation in terms of value to be aban- 
doned and an improvement in the 'moral sense’ of the workers to 
occur. This in turn would enable the principle of ‘free access’ to 


. be implemented. Guillaume envisaged this train of events as 


being brought about by the development of commercial mecha- 
nisms, with the working class acting as their recognized agent by 
virtue of the introduction of collective property and the guaran- 
teed wage. What underlay all this was the implication that the act 
of selling is no longer anything but a simple, technical, transi- 
tional, rationing measure. 

It was precisely in opposition to this variant of Proudhonism 
that anarchist-communism asserted itself in what was left of the 
IWMA towards the end of the 1870's. In February 1876, 
Savoyard Francois Dumartheray (1842-1931) published in 
Geneva a pamphlet Aux TravaiJleurs Manuals Partisans de 
L'action Politique, ‘corresponding to the tendencies of the sec- 
tion "L'Avenir", an independent group of refugees from in par- 
ticular Lyons... For the first time anarchist-communism was 
mentioned in a printed text.' On March 18-19th of the same year, 
at a meeting organized in Lausanne by members of the IWMA 
and Communalists, Elisée Reclus delivered a speech in which he 
recognized the legitimacy of anarchist-communism. Sfill in 
1876, a number of Italian anarchists also decided to adopt anar- 
chist-communism, but the way they formulated this change indi- 
cated their limitations as far as the question of collectivism was 
concerned: 'The Italian Federation considers the collective own- 
ership of the product of labor as the necessary complement of 
the collectivist programme.’ Also, in the spring of 1877, the 
Statuten der Deutscheienden Anarchischkommunistischen 
Partei appeared in Berne. 

The question of communism remained unsettled at the 
Verviers Congress of the ‘anti-authoritarian’' IWMA in 
September 1877, when the partisans of communism (Costa, 
Brousse) and the Spanish collectivists confronted each other, 
with Guillaume refusing to commit himself. However, the Jura 
Federation, which was an anarchist grouping that had been 
active in the French-speaking area of Switzerland throughout the 
1870's, was won over to the views of Reclus, Cafiero and 
Kropotkin, and integrated communism into its programme at its 
Congress in October 1880. At this Congress, Carlo Cafiero pre- 


sented a report that was later published in Le Révolté under the . 


title Anarchie et Communisme. In this report, Cafiero succinctly 
exposed the points of rupture with collectivism: rejection of 
exchange value; opposition to transferring ownership of the 
means of production to workers' corporations; and elimination of 
payment for productive activities. Furthermore, Cafiero brought 
out the necessary character of communism, and hence demon- 
strated the impossibility of a transitional PeDOSS: oe the este envis- 
aged by Guillaume in his 1876 3, ao RRS 

pamphlet. Cafiero argued that, on $. D 

the one- hand, the demand for col- 
lective ownership of the means of : > 
production and 'the individual ¿` 
appropriation of the products of = 
labor’ would cause the accumula- z 
tion of capital and the division of | 
society into classes to reappear. On #8 
the other hand, he maintained that & :% # 
retaining some form of payment ; $ 4:4 “> 
for individual labor power would: $f% 
conflict with the socialized charac- ge _- 
ter (indivisibility of productive $f segir 
activities) already imprinted on # s% 
production by the capitalist mode 
or production. As to the need for 
rationing products, which might 
occur after the revolutionary victo- 
ry, nothing would prevent such & 
rationing from being conducted ‘not RFE to merits, al 
according to needs'. 

—Kropotkin's contribution in favor of communism at the 1880 
Congress was the culmination of a slow evolution of his position 
from strict collectivism to communism, by way of an intermedi- 
ate position where he saw collectivism as a simple transitional 
stage. Kropotkin's theory of anarchist-communism, which was 
drawn up in its essentials during the 1880's, is an elaboration of 
the theses presented by Cafiero in 1880 on the conditions mak- 
ing communism possible and on the necessity of achieving this 
social form, from which exchange value would disappear. 
Anarchist-communism is presented as a solution to crisis-ridden 
bourgeois society, which is torn between the underconsumption 
of the proletariat, under-production and socialized labor. At the 
same time, anarchist-communism is. seen- as the realization of 
tendencies towards communism and the free association of indi- 
viduals which are already present in the old society. In this 
sense, anarchist-communism is a social form which re-establish- 











es the principle of solidarity which exists in tribal societies. 
Kropotkin's anarchist-communism has the general characteris- 
tic of being based on the satisfaction of the needs - 'necessi- 
ties’ and ‘luxuries’ - of the individual, i.e., on the right to the ‘entire 
prodùct of one's labor' which featured in the collectivists' policy of 
full employment and the guaranteed wage. This satisfaction of 


“anarchist communism has been the only current 
within the anarchist movement which has explicitly 
aimed not only at ending exchange value but, among 
it's most coherent partisans, at making this the 
immediate content of the revolutionary process.” 


needs was to be guaranteed by a number of measures: free distri- 
bution of products was to replace commodity exchange; produc- 
tion was to become abundant; industrial decentralization was to be 
implemented; the division of labor was to be overcome; and real 
economies were to be-realized by the reduction of working time 
and the elimination of waste caused by the capitalist mode of pro- 
duction. Kropotkin wrote: ‘a society, having recovered the posses- 
sion of all riches accumulated in its midst, can liberally assure 
abundance to all in return for four or five hours effective manual 
work a day, as far as regards production.’ 

Yet the question arises whether the a T of the instru- 
ments of production by the producers, as consumers, and by con- | 
sumers, as producers, referred to a new legal form of property 
ownership or to the abolition of property in all forms. Although 
the Anarchist Congress held in London in 1881 pronounced in 
favor of ‘the abolition of all property, including collective’, and 
although Kropotkin himself contrasted 'common use' to ‘owner-. 
ship’, he still did not go beyond the collectivist perspective of the 
transfer of property to a new agent (i.e., for him, to society as a 
whole, rather than to industrial and trading commercial collec- 
tives). Hence, he wrote: 'For association to be useful to the work- 
ers, the form of property must be changed’. 

The same ambiguity is found over the related question of the 
abolition of the division of labor. Certainly, the description 
which Kropotkin gave of the content of communist society in 
this respect is perfectly clear: integration of manual and intellec- 
tual labor; attractive and voluntary work; and fusion of agricul- 
ture, industry and art within ‘industrial villages’. But a revolu- 
tionary strategy which puts forward the corporatist slogan of 
‘The land to those who cultivate it, the factory to the workers’, 
presupposes maintaining the division of labor and the institution 
of the enterprise and can be said not to go beyond the establish- 
ment of a workers’ and peasants’ society which would still be a 
form of collectivism. 

The organization of the new society, in its two aspects - com- 
munist and anarchist (in view of the necessary connection 


_ between a mode of production and its political form) - was to be 


based on the ‘communist commune’ (rather than on the ‘free 


commune’ of the:Communalists), federalism (decentralization ` 


and economic self-sufficiency of regions or producing areas) 
and neighborhood assemblies. Kropotkin distinguished three 
possible methods of organization: on a territorial basis (federa- 
tion of independent communes); on a basis of social function 
(federation. of trades); and that which he gave all his attention, 
and which he hoped would expand, on the basis of personal 
affinity. In fact, the 'free and spontaneous grouping of individu- 
als functioning in harmony' seemed to him to be the essential 
characteristic of the particular social relationship of anarchist- 
æ communism. 

But the important point lies 
more in the forms and content of 
the revolutionary process, of 
which all this was to be the end 
?; result. The revolution was seen as 

'<## an international process, starting 
: ¢ # with a long period of insurrection, 
"£2: whose model Kropotkin found in 
© 3 the repeated peasant insurrections 
-4 that had preceded the French 
«^ Revolution. Such a revolutionary 
_-“< process would end in a phase of 
= general expropriation, which 
: would mark the beginning of 'the 
== reconstruction of society’: 


$ “Expropriation, such 
aS then is the problem which history 
$ $ has put before the 
people of the twentieth century: the return to 
Communism in all that ministers to the well-being of human 
ity... by taking immediate and effective possession of all that 
is necessary to ensure the well-being of all.” 


Immediate expropriation defined the whole logic of the rev- 
olutionary process for Kropotkin. Basically, it is here that the 
essence of his work lies. The real answer to the objection that 
can be made against him (regarding his optimistic assumptions 
about human nature, the abundance of products, and so on) lies 
in the alternatives which he posed: either the immediate com- 
munization of social relations or the wages system in one form 
or another. If proof of the stark nature of these alternatives was 
ever required, history has provided such proof in abundance. 
For Kropotkin, the critique of the wages system was indissol- 
ubly linked with the critique of collectivism (Proudhonist or 
Guesdist). He wrote: "The most prominent characteristic of our 
present capitalism is the wage system. Kropotkin saw the wages- 
system as presupposing the separation of the producers from the 
means of production and as being based on the principle ‘to each 
according to their deeds’: 


“It was by proclaiming this principle that wagedom began, to 
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with the aim of immediately impro 





end in the glaring inequalities and all the abominations of 
the present society; because, from the moment work done 
began to be appraised in currency, or in any other form of 
wage... the whole poy of a State-aided Capitalist society 
was as good as written.’ 


The collectivists favored the ‘right to work’, which is ‘indus- 


_ trial penal servitude’. In Kropotkin's view, their pro-worker poli- 


cy sought to ‘harness to the same cart the wages system and col- 
lective ownership’, in particular through their theory of labor 
vouchers. Kropotkin opposed labor vouchers on the grounds that 
they seek to measure the exact value of labor in an economy 
which, being socialized, tends to eliminate all distinctions as far 


as contribution of each worker considered in isolation is con- 


cerned. Furthermore, the existence of labor vouchers would con- 
tinue to make society 'a commercial company based on debit and 
credit’. Hence he denounced labor vouchers in the following 
terms: "The idea... is old. It dates from Robert Owen. Proudhon 
advocated it in 1848. Today, it has become "scientific socialism." 

Kropotkin made equally stringent criticisms of the collec- 
tivists’ attitudes towards the division of labor and the State. With 
regard to the division of labor, he wrote: 'Talk to them [the col- 
lectivist socialists] about the organization of work during the 
Revolution, and they answer that the division of labor must be 
maintained.’ As for the State, it was significant that as soon as 


Kropotkin had come out in favor of ‘direct, immediate commu- 


nist anarchism at the moment of the social revolution’, he criti- 


_cized the Paris Commune as an example of a revolution where, 


in the absence of the communist perspective, the proletariat had 
become bogged down in problems of power and representation. 
Kropotkin believed that the Paris Commune illustrated well how 
the ‘revolutionary state’ acts as a substitute for communism and 
provides a new form of domination linked to the wages system. 
In contrast to this, ‘it is by revolutionary socialist acts, by abol- 
ishing individual property, that the Communes of the coming 
revolution will affirm and establish their independence’. Further, 
communism would transform the nature of the Commune itself: 


“For us, ‘Commune’ is no longer a territorial agglomera 
tion, it is rather a generic noun, synonym of a grouping of 
equals which knows neither frontiers nor walls. The social 
commune will soon cease to be clearly-defined whole.” 


For Kropotkin, what characterizes the revolutionary process 
is, in the first place, general expropriation, the taking possession 
o als TICES ar of production, poa Rones ar SO ou); 
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ving the material situation of 
the whole population. He wrote: 'with this watchword of Bread 
for All the Revolution will triumph’. Since Kropotkin foresaw 
that a revolution would in the beginning make millions of prole- 
tarians unemployed, the solution would be to take over the 
whole of production so as to ensure the satisfaction of food and 
clothing needs. First of all, the population ‘should take immedi- 
ate possession of all food of the insurgent communes’, draw up 
an inventory, and organize a provisions service by streets and 
districts which would distribute food free, on the principle: 'no 
stint of limit to what the community possesses in abundance, but 
equal sharing and dividing of those things which are scarce or 


apt to run short’. As for housing: 


“If the people of the Revolution expropriate the houses and 

proclaim free lodgings - the communalizing of houses and 

the right of each family a decent dwelling - then the 

Revolution will have assumed a communistic character from 

the first...the expropriation of dwellings contains in germ the 
_ Whole social revolution.” 


A second characteristic of Kropotkin's vision of the revolu- 
tionary process was to integrate the countryside into the process 
of communization, by making an agreement ‘with the factory 
workers, the necessary raw materials given them, and the means 
of subsistence assured to them, while they worked to supply the 
needs of the agricultural population’. Kropotkin regarded the 
integration of town and country as of fundamental importance, 
since it bore on the necessity to ensure the subsistence of the 
population and would be accomplished by the beginning of the 
abolition of the division of labor, starting from the industrial 
centers. He thought that 'The large towns, as well as the villages, 
must undertake to till the soil’, in a process of improvement and 
extension of cultivated areas. In Kropotkin’s view, the agrarian 
question was thus decisive right from the beginning of the revo- 
lution. Kropotkin's exposition of the expropriation of the land 
for the benefit of society (the land to belong to everyone) was 
not, however, free from the ambiguity we mentioned above. To 
make land - as with all else - a property question amounts to 
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placing productive activity above the satisfaction of needs, to 
inserting a social actor between the population and the satisfac- 
tion of their needs. Property can only be private. 

This inability to break definitively with collectivism in all its 
forms also exhibited itself over the question of the workers’ 
movement, which divided anarchist-communism into a number 
of tendencies. To say that the industrial and agricultural prole- 
tariat is the natural bearer of the revolution and communization 
does not tell us under what form it is or should be so. In the the- 
ory of the revolution which we have just summarized, it is the 
risen people who are the real agent and not the working class 
organized in the enterprise (the cells of the capitalist mode of 


production) and seeking to assert itself as labor power, as a more 


rational’ industrial body or social brain (manager) than the 
employers. Between 1880 and 1890, the anarchist-communists, 
with their perspective of an immanent revolution, were opposed 
to the official workers' movement which was then in the process 
of formation (general Social Democratization). They were 
opposed not only to political (statist) struggles but also to strikes 
which put forward wage or other claims, or which were organ- 
ized by trade unions. While they were not opposed to strikes as 
such, they were opposed to trade unions and the struggle for the 
eight-hour day. This anti-reformist tendency was accompanied 
by an anti-organizational tendency, and its partisans declared 
themselves in favor of agitation amongst the unemployed for the 
expropriation of foodstuffs and other articles, for the expropria- 
tory strike and, in some cases, for ‘individual recuperation’ or 
acts of terrorism. l 

From the 1890's, however, the anarchist-communists, and 
Kropotkin in particular, were to begin to integrate themselves 


directly into the logic of the workers' movement (reproduction of 


waged labor power). In 1890, Kropotkin 'was one of the first to 
declare the urgency of entering trade unions', as a means of try- 
ing to overcome the dilemma in which, according to him, anar- 
chist-communism risked trapping itself. Kropotkin saw this 
dilemma in terms of-either joining with the reformist workers' 
movement or sterile and sectarian: withdrawal. "Workmen's 


‘organizations are the real force capable of accomplishing the 


social revolution’, he was to declare later. 

Coinciding with the birth of anarcho-syndicalism and revolu- 
tionary unionism, three tendencies emerged within anarchist- 
communism. First, there was the tendency represented by 
Kropotkin himself and Les Temps Nouveaux (Jean Grave). 
Second, there were a number of groups which were influenced 
by Kropotkin but which were less reserved than him towards the 
trade unions (for example, Khleb i Volia in Russia). Finally, 
there was the anti-syndicalist anarchist-communists, who in 
France were grouped around Sebastien Faure's Le Libertaire. 
From 1905 onwards, the Russian counterparts of these anti-syn- 
dicalist anarchist-communists become partisans of economic 
terrorism and illegal ' expropriations’. 

Certainly, it would be an ‘illusion to seek to discover or to cre- 


writing a preface in 1911 for the book written by the anarcho- 
syndicalists Emile Pataud and Emile Pouget, Syndicalism and 
the Co-operative Commonwealth (How We Shall Bring About 
The Revolution). But he saw the trade-union movement as a nat- 
ural milieu for agitation, which it would be possible to use in the 
attempt to find a solution to the reformism-sectarianism dilem- 
ma. As an alternative to the strategy of the Russian ‘illegalist' 
anarchist-communists, Kropotkin envisaged the formation of 
independent anarchist trade unions whose aim would be to coun- 
teract the influence of the Social Democrats. He defined his 
strategy in one sentence in the 1904 introduction to the Italian 
edition of Paroles d'un Révolté: ‘Expropriation as the aim, and 
the general strike as the means to paralyze the bourgeois world 
in all countries at the same time.’ 

At the end of his life Kropotkin seems to have abandoned his 
previous reservations and to have gone so far as to see in syndi- 
calism the only ‘groundwork for the reconstruction of Russian 
economy’. In May 1920, he declared that: 'the syndicalist move- 
ment... will emerge as the great force in the course of the next 
fifty years, leading to the creation of the communist stateless 
society’. He was equally optimistic about the prospects facing 
about the prospects facing the cooperative movement. Remarks 
such as these opened the way for theoretical regression which 


was to make anarchist-communism a simple variant of anarcho-- 


syndicalism, based on the collective management of enterprises. 
Reduced to the level of caricature, ‘anarchist-communism’ even 
became an empty phrase like the Spanish ‘libertarian commu- 
nism’ of the 1930's, to say nothing of the contemporary use to 
which this latter term is put. 


THE END OF ANARCHIST-COMMUNISM? 


Kropotkin's last contribution, not to anarchist-communism but 
to its transformation into an ideology, was the introduction of the 
mystifying concept of Russian ‘state communism’. Faced with 
the events of the Russian Revolution and the establishment of a 
capitalist state freed from the fetters of Tsarism, Kropotkin 
should logically have seen the new state as a form of collec- 
tivism. He should have recognized that its character was deter- 
mined by the wages system, as with other varieties of collec- 
tivism which he had previously exposed. In fact, he limited him- 
self to criticizing the Bolsheviks’ methods, without drawing 
attention to the fact that the object towards which those methods 
were directed had nothing to do with communism. A good 
example of this is the question which he directed at Lenin in the 
autumn of 1920: 
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“Are you so blind, so much a prisoner of your authoritarian 
ideas, that you do not realize that, being at the head of 
European Communism, you have no right to soil the ideas 
which you defend by shameful methods... ?” 


After Kropotkin's death, the theory of anarchist-communism 
survived, but was consigned to isolation by the unfolding count- 
er-revolution from the 1920's onwards. Unlike the Italian Left 
and the German-Dutch council communists (the latter above all, 
with their criticism of the whole workers' movement and their 
analysis of the general tendency for a unification of labor, capi- 
tal and the state), the partisans of anarchist-communism did not 
uy Bes to ove the causes of this counter-revolution; nor 





p perceive its extent. As a result, Bex eonivbecons amount- 
ed to little more than a formal defense of principles, without any 
critical depth. Moreover, these contributions ceased rapidly. 
Sebastien Faure's Mon Communisme appeared in 1921, Luigi 
Galleani's The End of Anarchism? in 1925 and Alexander 
Berkman's What is Communist Anarchism? (better known in its 
abridged form as the ABC of Anarchism) in 1929. 

From this date on, if we exclude the minority current in the 
General Confederation of Labor, Revolutionary Syndicalist 
(CGTSR), whose positions were made clear by Gaston Britel, 
the critical force that anarchist-communism had represented left 
the anarchist movement to reappear with the dissident Bordigist 


Raoul Brémond (see his La Communauté, which was. first pub- 


lished in 1938) and certain communist currents that arose in the 
1970's. Representative of these latter was the group which pub- 
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Asa practical movement, anarchist: comment came to an 
end in Mexico and Russia. In Mexico before the First World 


War, the Partido Liberal Mexicano (PLM) of the brothers 


Enrique and Ricardo Florés Magon, supported by a movement 
of peasants and indigenous peoples which 2 aimed to ex propriate 
the land, tried to achieve anarchist-communism. The PLM's 
objective was to revive the community traditions of the ejidos - 
common lands - and ultimately to extend the effects of this 
essentially agrarian rebellion to the industrial areas. The PLM 
came to control the greater part of Lower California and was 
joined by a number of IWW 'Wobblies' and Italian anarchists. 
But it was unable to implement its project of agricultural coop- 
eratives organized on anarchist-communist principles and was 
eventually defeated militarily. 

The 1917 revolution in Russia gave impetus to a process that 
had begun before, whereby anarchist-communism was absorbed 
or replaced by anarcho-syndicalism. In addition to this, in cer- 
tain cases anarchist-communists allowed themselves to be inte- 
grated into the Bolshevik State. It is true that a few groups 
refused all support, even ‘critical’, for the Bolsheviks and com- 
bated them with terrorism, but they experienced increasing iso- 
lation. For the last time in the twentieth century a social move- 
ment of some size - in particular in Petrograd where the 
Federation of Anarchists (Communists) had considerable influ- 
ence before the summer of 1917, the date when the exiled syn- 
dicalists returned - consciously proposed to remove ‘government 
and property, prisons and barracks, money and profit’ and usher 
in ‘a stateless society with a natural economy’. But their pro- 
gramme of systematic expropriations (as opposed to workers’ 
control), ‘embracing houses and food, factories and farms, mines 
and railroads’, was limited in reality to several anarchist-com- 
munist groups after the February Revolution expropriating ‘a 
number of private residences in Petrograd, Moscow, and other 
cities’. 

As for the Makhnovist insurrectionary movement, although it 
was in favor of communism in the long run, and although it 
declared that ‘all forms of the wages system must be irre- 
deemably abolished’, it nevertheless drew up a transitional pro- 
gram which preserved the essential features of the commodity 
economy within a framework of cooperatives. Wages, compari- 
son of products in terms of value, taxes, a ‘decentralized system 
of genuine people's banks' and direct trade between workers 
were all in evidence in this transitional programme. 

As a conclusion, we will recall Kropotkin's warning: 'The 
Revolution must be communist or it will be drowned in blood.’ 


-- excerpted from Non-Market Socialism in the - 
Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries (edited by Maximilien 
Rubel and John Crump) 








WHAT A REVOLTING WORID... 


NOTES OF RESISTANCE FROM AROUND THE GLOBE 
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Globalized Capitalism and it's Disconte 





After months of organizing ¢ and mobilization, it was anyone's 
guess as to how the resistance to the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) would manifest itself i in the streets of Seattle. ‘When the 
WTO last met in 1 Geneva, over. a year | ago, the small Swiss city 


eer 


ada s 


occupied, corporate property v ‘was destroyed, ‘cars ‘were Over- 
turned and torched, and overall damages were estimated to be i in 


the millions. It seemed highly improbable t that effective. insur- - 


gency on this scale could be. translated to a generally. passive 
American left-protest movement - “or could Saal 

In what turned out to be one of the most effective direct action 
campaigns of the last decade, the disruptive protests in Seattle 
have managed to give a new breath of radical militancy to a 
largely co-opted and irrelevant American left. In contrast to the 
traditionally safe forms of protest commonly used by left- 
activists (which rely heavily on appealing to the powers that be 
in order to grant reforms and concessions), the more defiant 
forms of protests that took place in Seattle. demonstrated a new 
determination and willingness on the part of certain activists in 
working towards making this system increasingly more unman- 

ageable for the capitalist ruling class. 

Through many levels of complimentary direct action -- which 
included non-violent civil disobedience, riotous clashes with police,, 
militant street occupations, strategic corporate property destruction, 
and confrontational resistance - activists effectively shut down the 
WTO's opening ceremonies and first working sessions, took control 
of the streets of downtown Seattle for over twelve hours, were 
responsible in part for the total collapse of a new round of neo-lib- 
eral trade negotiations, and exposed for all the world to see that cap- 
italist intérests are no longer safe, even here, within the confines of 
the United States. Indeed, Boo had been made. | 
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The Road To Seattle 


Late last winter, the Clinton administration announced to the 
world that Seattle had been chosen as the host city for the Third 
Ministerial Conference of the World Trade Organization (WTO), 
which was scheduled to take place from November 29th through 
December 3rd. From this publicly announced point of departure, a 


diverse international coalition of left activists and peoples’ move- 


ments were quick to take up the task of mounting a successful cam- 
paign of opposition to this conference, which was expected to mark 
the starting point of a new round of negotiations (the so-called 
‘Millennium Round’) aimed at expanding the powers of the WTO. 


For anarchists and other activists on the radical left, the opposition 
and resistance to the World Trade. Organization was seen, not as. a 


specific and isolated campaign within itself, but instead as-an integral ) 


part, of the larger struggle against globalized capitalism as a whole. 
For this reason, the participation from anarchists in organizing against 
the WTO was significant from the very bpeinping, 

In what, was to become, 
a pre- -cursor to the global 
resistance- aimed. at the 
WTO, a successful ' ‘inter- 
national day of action 
against the global | capi- 2 
talist system’ was organ- . 


ized for June 18th (J18) BAY ee oo Be RD ge 


by a decentralized and 
informal network based F 
around the People's 24 
Global Action (PGA). «& 
Timed to coincide with 
the first day of the 'Group 
of Eight (G8) Summit 
held =. in Cologne, = 
Germany, June 18th saw & 
riots, street parties, direct § 
actions, and creative protests take place i in over 40 cities around the 
globe, with significant confrontations in London, Cologne, Nigeria, 
Pakistan, New York City, and Eugene, Oregon. From the success of 


J18. another international day of action was called for November 


30th (N30), which was to coincide with the opening ceremonies of. 
the WTO. A strategy of autonomous and decentralized action was 
adopted by the People's Global Action at the group's second confer- 
ence. held i in Karnataka, India, and this call to action went out to a 
æ number of international groups and movements. 
In the weeks leading. up to the WTO confer- 
ence, this strategy of ‘autonomous. action was 
beginning to successfully take shape around the 
world. In late October, it was. reported that a 
Seattle branch-outlet of The GAP (which has 
been a focus for anti-globalization and anti- 
sweat shop activism) was the. target .of a late- 
night firebombing attempt, where apparently 
two molotov cocktails were lobbed into the store 
but did‘not result in any serious damages. . 

On November 4th, a total of 11 activists from 
Northcoast Earth First! were arrested for hang- 
ing a banner that read: "Free Trade: Our World 
For Corporate Profits” from the roof of a build- 
ing that was hosting an International Conference 
pon Trade, Investment and Tourism in Eureka, 
2 CA. That same day, Canadian anti-free trade 

"goblins" disrupted a negotiating meeting of the Free Trade Area of 
the Americas (FTAA) in Toronto, where stink bombs made from 
shit and rotting eggs were let off. 

On November 15th, Dutch activists from the MayDay action 
group boarded and occupied a tourist replica of a ship that was 
owned by the 17th century Dutch East Indian Company (one of 
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the first multinationals), which lies in the nado of a ee 

and hung a giant banner between the masts which read: "Stop. The 
WTO." In Geneva, 27 Swiss. protesters managed to occupy the 
WTO's world headquarters on November 16th for over two hours 
before being ejected by police. On November 24th, over 300, peo- 
pe: scaled t the fence of, the World Bank headquarters in India, cov- 


-ering it with: posters, graffiti, cow shit 
a ws | 
spn ‘key _peasants, environmental 

coe sigan trade unionists marched. over 
Se 2 OO miles between November 22-29th 

< against t the WTO and global Capitalism. 
= Similar pre-N30 marches and demon- 

#<>< strations also took place in Korea, Czech 
Ş > é Republic, Switzerland, France, India. 

> Canada, and the United States. 





From Protest To Resistance... : 


=. Even Bea the WTO Ministerial 
Conference officially began,- all hell 
started to`break loose as thousands of 
activists made their way to Seattle days 
in advance. The Direct Action Network’ 
(DAN) had rented a large space in the 
Caption Hill iieii whieh was to‘act as a center for anti- WTO. 
activities throughout the week: In this space direct ‘action strate- 
gies were planned; workshops and teach-ins were: scheduled, 

affinity groups were formed, legal briefings Were: given, giant 
puppets were constructed; and people were trained in non-vio-- 
lent civil disobedience, street theatre, jail solidarity and first aid. 
A lot of this activity spilled over to a smaller space rented by the 
Seattle Anarchist Response (SAR), which acted as both an infos- 
hop and meeting space, and the Indy Media Center, per most 
of the alternative media activism took place. 

Within a relatively short time sporadic banner hangings 
became a commonplace. occurrence in Seattle as activists 
repelled from highway overpasses, buildings, and giant cranes to 
unfurl bold messages of protest against the WTO. Throughout the 
city, scattered demonstrations and direct actions also increased 
dramatically in the days leading up to the WTO conference. 

On November 26th, an underground’ group calling itself the 
"Washington Tree Improvement Association” paid a visit to genetic 
engineering tree research facilities at the University” of 
Washington's College of Urban Horticulture, where over 200 
genetically modified trees and saplings were reported to: have been 
destroyed, water lines and hoses were cut, and research materials 
were sabotaged. On November 27th, activists participated in a 
Critical Mass tide that managed to enter the Washington Trade and 
Convention Center en masse, with police frantically trying clear 
circling bicyclists from the downstairs foyer. 

On Sunday, November 28th, the ee Action Network (DAN) 
organized "a rehearsal for insurrection,’ which consisted of a large 
and festive demonstration through the Capitol Hill neighborhood 
that managed to attract the participation of over 700 people. Later 
that night, between 50-75 people squatted a 12- unit apartment 
complex in protest of "a system in which human rights are subor- 
dinated to property rights” (after the WTO. conference, squatters 
turned the building over to two homeless-advocacy groups who, 
through Seattle's Low Income Housing Institute, have attempted to 
broker a deal with the landlord). Also, fifteen thousand copies of 
(See SEATTLE, page 10) 
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Downtown camel Became gridlocked, and nuded of wio del- 


ades. Responding accordingly to this violent 


human blockades were chased back, and when pos- 
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_ (SEATTLE, from page 9) 
the Seattle Post-Intelligence (a parody on the Seattle Post- 


Intelligencer, one of the city's largest dailies), with articles mocking the ` 


WTO, Monsanto, Boeing, privatization, and neo-liberal trade policies, 
were meticulously placed in newspaper dispensers all over the city. 
By November 29th, activists started to engage in more direct- 
ly confrontational forms of protest beginning with a demonstra- 
tion in front of a McDonalds, where Jose Bove, a French goat 
farmer who has lead a campaign of direct action against the 
American fast food giant, spoke and shared with the public over 
100 pounds of tariff-free Roquefort cheese that was illegally 
smuggled into the US. During the demonstration, groups of 
black-clad anarchists pushed through police lines and lay siege 
on the McDonalds, and after a few small skirmishes, were suc- 


cessful in smashing in the front windows and covering the exte- 


rior with spraypainted graffiti. Other protesters, who were carry- 
ing a banner against the genetic engineering of food, jumped on 
the roof of a city bus. From here, hundreds of protesters moved 
on to Niketown, where once again militants tried to engage in 
strategic acts of property destruction. Unfortunately, in what was 
to set the initial precedence for a week's worth of audacious and 
downright deplorable actions on the part of reactionary pacifists 
(who became popularly referred to as "peace police"), groups of 
confused peaceniks began to physically defend Niketown, a cor- 
poration universally known for it's use of sweatshop labor, from 
being trashed by the anarchists. Pacifism as pathology indeed! 


N30: The Day The WTO Stood Still 


In the early morning hours of November 30th, thousands of 


activists had gathered simultaneously at both the Victor 


Steinbrueck Park, near Seattle's waterfront Pike Place Market, 
and at the Seattle Central Community College, in the Capitol Hill 
district. In a staged procession, the motley assortment of activists 
began to march towards the Paramount Theatre, where the open- 
ing ceremonies of the WTO conference were set to take place. As 
hundreds of riot police attempted to prevent the two marches 
from reaching their perceived destination, participants broke off 
into large clusters of affinity groups and spread themselves 
throughout city, occupying every possible street, intersection, and 
point of entry leading to the Paramount Theatre, and surrounding 


oe) all = ibe downtown hotels where Ges were re staying. 
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egates were successfully pushed back by activist blockades. By 
mid-morning, it was clear that the strategy of direct action was a 
complete success. Out of an expected 3,000 delegates, under 350 
were able to make it to the Paramount Theatre, and as a result, the 
WTO officially cancelled it's opening ceremonies. 

Frustrated by a total loss of control over the situation, heavily. 


_ equipped riot police (known as "The Hard Team") began to mount 


a series of brutal offensives. Police indiscriminately shot canisters 
of tear gas and rubber bullets into crowds of demonstrators and 
used pain compliance holds, baton charges and pepper spray (at 
point blank range) on non-violent activist block- 


provocation, groups of anarchists began to. 
exchange volleys of tear gas canisters with police, 
and participated in a number of defensive scuffles. 
Whenever possible, small groups of protesters also 
began counter-offensives by throwing rocks, smoke 
bombs, and bottles at the lines of advancing riot 
cops. Make-shift barricades were formed out of 
overturned dumpsters, tree grates, and newspaper 
boxes. Police cars attempting to drive through 


sible, left completely immobile through the use of 
homemade caltrops. Unattended police cars, riot 
vans and delegates’ limousines had their tires 
slashed, windows smashed, and in a few instances, 
were overturned by highly mobile groups of anar- 
chist militants. 

Rather than successfully regaining control over 
the streets, the police actions had the complete 
Opposite effect as angered’ protesters became 
more confrontational in defending occupied 
intersections throughout the city. In addition to 
the unforeseen consequences of their aggressive 
actions, a huge strategic blunder was also com- 
mitted by police as they left the entire downtown 
area unattended in order to secure positions 
between the Convention Center (where the WTO ` 
was scheduled to begin their first sessions of the aiemoon) and the 
front lines of protest. . 

At 11:11am, a Reclaim The Streets! party was scheduled to 
take place in Westlake Center, the center of the.city's newly lib- 
erated shopping district. Seizing the opportunity, between 60-80 
masked anarchists grouped themselves into a highly organized 
‘black bloc’ (an effective tactic adopted from the German 
autonomen) and started on a politically motivated rampage that 
spanned the entire downtown area. Using everything from sledge 


on, an [WW contingent (marching under a 





hammers and crowbars to slingshots and } 
newspaper boxes, the black bloc system- 
atically trashed a number of banks, 
multinationals, and big businesses. In ® 
choosing clear targets such as Bank of 
America, US Bancorp, — Fidelity 
Investment, The Gap, McDonalds, Old 
Navy, Banana Republic, and Niketown, 
anarchists were successful in making a FE 
direct assault against some of the specif- 
ic multi-national capitalist interests who 
stand to benefit most from institutions 
such as the WTO. Before long, huge § 
stretches of windows were splintered 
into shards and buildings were covered: § 
with anarchist and anti-capitalist graffiti. f 

As the entire downtown area was $ 
transformed into a festive warzone of i 
urban disorder, property destruction, E 
clouds of tear gas, spontaneous street | 
parties, and riotous clashes between pro- 
testers and police, the 50,000 strong 
labor march made it's way through the § 
city. Unfortunately, by and large, the rank- & 
and-file of organized labor proved them- 3 
selves unwilling to break from the timid § 
and reformist union leadership of the i 
AFL-CIO in order to stand with protesters ae 
against the violent police advancements. § 
However, as the main labor march pushed 


banner which read “Capitalism Can Not 
Be Reformed!”) pushed it’s way through 
the AFL. marshalls and joined the block- 
ades. This act of solidarity managed to 
open the way for groups of rebellious 
Steelworkers, Electrical Workers, 
Longshoremen, Sheet Metal Workers and 
Teamsters who also joined with activists as 
they struggled to keep control of the streets. 

In addition to the large AFL-sponsored labor march, a sizeble 








eases erence, CONtingent from the People’s Assembly, intiated by the 


poe oS Filipino group Bayan-USA, also marched into the 
ee — scene. The People’s Assembly had been meeting for 
two days with delegates from many different nations in 
= order to expose imperialist globalization and develop 
= solidarity between their various struggles. At the front 
4 of the march were Korean drummers, followed by 
. contingents from the Philippines, Filipino communi- 

= ties throughout North America, and represenetatives 
- from Africa, Japan and Latin America. 


By mid- aftemoon, there were a pee of ec 


À — to 
: employ the use of concussion grenades and large 
| wooden and plastic bullets against crowds of péo- 
ple. In response, barricades were reinforced and a 
few overturned dumpsters were set aflame. 
At around 4:30pm, black bloc anarchists man- 
aged to regroup in front of Niketown. After the windows were 
successfully smashed in, a number of local city youths entered 
the building and helped themselves to some of the overpriced 
merchandise. As with many of the other instances of direct 
action against corporate property, groups of "peace police" start- 
ed to physically assault both black bloc anarchists and young 
looters. Forming a defensive circle around the battered 
Niketown, supposedly "non-violent" activists shoved and tack- 
led militants, and in some cases attempted to restrain people with 
the intent of turning them over to police, all in an effort to safe- 
guard the exploitive multinational from further destruction and 








expropriation. This was one of at least six different occasions 


where self-described "peacekeepers" attacked individuals 


engaging in direct action against corporate property throughout 
the day. 








By ently nightfall, a civil state ofe A was declared (for 
the first time in Seattle since World War II) and a curfew 
imposed. Police launched a massive tear-gas attack and a series 
of violent charges against the remaining groups of demonstra- 
tors, forcing most people from the downtown area and up into 
the Capitol Hill district. As helicopter spotlights circled over- 
head, police fought pitched battles against hundreds of protest- 
ers and angry residents in what became some of the worst con- 
frontations of the day. Volleys of tear-gas canisters were thrown 
back at advancing lines of police (who were also attacked with 
rocks and bottles), intersections were barricaded with burning 
dumpsters, and a local Starbucks was thoroughly gutted. The 





et ee ogee 


I reports claimed that 68 poe adt een Seer tic. 
out the day, the number of injuries were estimated to be in the hun- 
dreds (most went unreported), and over $3 million in property dam- 
ages had been sustained (with at least a further $10 million in lost 


„battle raged on late into the ight. ida Ž 





_ Christmas shopping revenues throughout the week). By the week’s 


end, Seattle’s final costs for it’s handling of the WTO conference 
would exceed $9 million, far surpassing worst-case projections. 


The Empire Strikes Back 


With President Clinton arriving in Seattle on December Ist to 
address the WTO, city officials (under pressure from federal author- 
ities) had extended the state of emergency, and the greater down- 
town area was declared a “no-protest zone" for the remainder of the 
week. By early Wednesday morning, Seattle resembled a city under 
military occupation with hundreds of National Guard troops 
ordered in by the governor, riot police and state troopers assigned to 
every. corner, and armored vehicles making routine patrols through- 
out downtown. Thousands had gathered downtown in defi- 
ance of the no-protest zone, resulting in mass arrests by 
police. Protest organizers, medics, alternative media, and people 
with radio communications were all specifically targeted by 
police, while many others were placed under arrest for “unlaw- 
ful assembly,” or else simply for possessing gas masks (which 
was declared illegal due to the civil emergency) or visible dis- 
plays of protest such as signs, banners, stickers, or even buttons. 

For the hundreds of arrested protesters, a special mass 
~ incarceration center was set up at the Sand Point Navy Base 
= by police. Three busloads of arrestees managed to cut their 
plastic handcuffs with finger nail-clippers and refused to 
leave the buses in which they were transported in, resulting 
in a 14-hour occupation which came to an end only after — 
police pepper sprayed and physically removed the occu- 
pants. There have been numerous reports of systematic 
police torture used against arrestees within both the Sand 
Point Navy Base and King County Jail. It has been report- 
ed that non-compliant individuals were beaten repeatedly, 
slammed against walls, overcrowded in cells, threatened at 
gunpoint, stripped naked, hog-tied and thrown into isolation, 
threatened with rape and torture, carried by their hair, and 
strapped into four-point restraint chairs where they were pep- 
per sprayed and had pain-compliance techniques applied. 
Broken bones, concussions and other serious injuries were pur- 
posely left untreated and most people were denied access to legal 
representation. Despite this sadistic and brutal treatment by police, 
arrested protesters maintained a disciplined strategy of jail solidarity and 
engaged in numerous acts of resistance and non-compliance with legal 
proceedings. 

Later in the afternoon, over a thousand people marched in 
solidarity with locked-out Steelworkers to Pier 63 for a water- 
front rally. After listening to numerous speeches, hundreds of 
restless protesters started chanting "Downtown! Downtown!" 
and marched en mass towards the convention center in defiance 
of the declared no-protest zone. In response, riot police and 
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National Guard troops blocked all streets leading downtown. 


Ss _ protesters “instead ¢ changed strategies and began to occupy key 
intersections in an effort to tie-up rush hour traffic. Without warn- 
ing, a Massive police offensive began as numerous police cars 
and armored personnel carriers began arriving on the scene and 
riot police and National Guard moved in. In a heavy-handed 
attempt to disperse this "unlawful assembly," whole city blocks 
were completely engulfed by clouds of tear-gas while police 


indiscriminately shot rubber and plastic bullets and dozens of’ 





concussion grenades into the crowds of demonstrators and by- 
standers. As people fled down alleyways and re-grouped in Pike 
Place Market, riot police and National Guard followed close 
behind. Once again the volley of tear gas and concussion 
grenades were thrown into crowds of people, this time in Seattle's 


historic open marketplace (and reportedly with a stronger gas that 


contained an apparent nerve agent responsible for a number of 
seizures, spontaneous menstruation and blackouts amongst pro- 
testers). From here most people retreated and made their way 
back up to the Capitol Hill district, touching off another night of 
fierce clashes with police. In total, it was reported that 510 peo- 
ple had been arrested on this day (with injuries assumed to be 
even greater than the previous day). 


We Won You Bastards! 


Thursday morning began in front of Seattle Central Community 
College, where the Direct Action Network had scheduled a public 
meeting and press conference to expose and denounce the brutal 
police actions used against activists and residents throughout the 
week. From here over 2,000 people marched throughout the city 
in protest of the continued police state in Seattle. Due to the wide- 
spread anger at the police brutality, the city backed off with some 
of their more overt police attacks, however the state of emergency 
and night curfew remained in place. In an effort to shift attention 
from their own brutal actions, authorities announced that they 
were conducting a city-wide manhunt for anarchists who may 
have participated in Tuesday's spree of property destruction, tar- 
geting anyone dressed in black with black masks. For the remain- 
der of the demonstrations and marches, groups of identifiable 
anarchists were continually singled out and closely monitored by 
police and federal authorities. 
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By noon, the anti- police brutality march met up with an equal- 
With street access..to the convention. center r effectively cut off, alyslarge march» inssupport-of independent farmers (and-against=- 


biotechnology and monopoly agribusiness supported by the 
WTO) in Victor Steinbrueck Park, where the farmers' groups had 


scheduled an outdoor news conference and rally. From here, the 
farmers march continued on to protest in front of the Seattle head- 


quarters of Cargill (a leading global agribusiness monopoly) and 
anti-police brutality demonstrators made there way to the King 


County Jail, where many arrested protesters were still being held. 
Hundreds of people surrounded the jail, mounting a 24-hour 
blockade in solidarity with the arrested. In response, a King 
County judge ruled that police had eight hours to allow for all of 
the arrested to have access to legal representation, have those held 
in solitary moved back into the general population, and provide 
adequate medical attention for people in need. 

On Friday, a labor march with over 10,000 participants made it's 
way through the downtown area to demonstrate against the no- 
protest zone and assert their right to free assembly. At about the same 
time, hundreds of people gathered in front of the Westin Hotel in sup- 
port of a group of activists who managed to lock themselves to the 
hotel's entrance in an attempt to block WTO delegates from attending 
the final meeting of trade talks. Towards evening, when the curfew 
was set to take effect, groups of protesters occupied positions inside of 
the no-protest zone with dozens of riot police surrounding them. 

Late into the night, hours after the WTO conference was official- 
ly scheduled to end, it was announced to the world that the WTO 
meetings had reached an impasse, trade talks had completely col- 
lapsed, and the conference ended in total confusion and disorder. 
With no agenda decided (Caribbean, Latin American and African 
delegations all refused their consent on grounds of the secretive and 
undemocratic nature of WTO process) and negotiations suspended, 
there will be no "Millennium Round" of neo-liberal trade agreements 
put into motion within the WTO. As the final session adjourned, 
exausted WTO delegates stated that they would try again next year 
in Geneva to bridge the large differences within the organization . 

After the week's trade conference fizzled to a close (with little to 
celebrate, the official closing ceremonies were cancelled), most del- 
egates could not wait to leave Seattle. As they made their way 
through downtown, they were met one last time by activists who dis- 
played a large signboard which read: a WTO, It's Se A Riot!". 
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* Arresten an in Seattle 


We, as active Paaa involved with the inikan e r a 
Northeastern Federation of Anarchist Communists (NEFAC), are 
sending an urgent appeal to donate funds in solidarity with those 
activists apprehended during the anti-WTO demonstrations in 
Seattle the week of November 30, 1999. 

The Direct Action Network (DAN) Legal Defense, as well as the 
Mutual Aid Legal Fund, have been organizing on the West Coast to 
secure funds to help with the legal costs associated with defending 
large numbers of arrestees, and in preparation for the possibility of 
prolonged legal battles. 

In addition to the hundreds of pisteneanor cases (many of which 
have already been dropped), a number of anarchists were arrested 
and subsequently charged with felonies. These charges, especially, 
will require a significant amount of financial support. As revolu- 
tionary anarchists, we are particularly concerned with supporting 
those anarchists facing the felony charges. Acts of solidarity with 
those who dare, whether internationally or locally, are one of the 
most necessary components in maintaining a strong revolutionary 
movement. Under no circumstances will we allow our active mili- 
tants to be abandoned. 7 

We believe that direct action against corporate property is one, 
often necessary, tactic in the fight against capitalism. We see an 
entity such as the WTO as a figurehead of the capitalist system, 
whose role is to strengthen the free trade agenda globally. That 
system is growing exponentially and must be destroyed. 
Therefore we support all acts of resistance taken against bodies 
such as the WTO, corporations and their property, and the 
oppressive institutions that are created as a by-product of capi- 
talism. Likewise, we fully support any actions used inself defense 
against the direct physical threat of the police. Using every means 
at one's disposal to enage in acts of physical resistance and self 
defense is a desirable, and often necessary, response to the repres- 
sive violence of the State. 

The Seattle based, non-profit Mutual Aid Legal Fund has been 
organized in part to make sure the felony anarchists receive the 


_|legal representation and legal support money that they deserve. 


The money NEFAC organizers collect will be earmarked by the 
Mutual Aid Legal Fund for those felony cases. The Mutual Aid 
Legal Fund has established a bank account, accepts Canadian 
currency, and can be reached at: bd259 @scn.org 


In the Eastern U.S. please send funds to: 


Seattle Legal Defense 
c/o We Dare Be Free 
P.O. Box 230685, Boston MA 02123 


In Canada, please send funds to: 


Seattle Legal Defense * 
c/o Groupe Anarchiste Emile-Henry 
C.P. 55051, 138 St-Vallier O. 
Québec (QC) GIK 1J0 
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_the Swiss State. Windows were smashed, luxury cars were over- 
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< World Economic Forum (WEF) 


SWITZERLAND - On January 29th, as over 2,000 political 
leaders and members of world business met for the annual meet- 
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SECOND-DEGREE 
ASSAULT AND RIOTING 


destroying the trademark "golden arches" sign out front. As 
police in full riot gear used pepper spray against individuals and 
shot rubber bullets into. the crowds, protesters responded by 


_ated ar and t tort 





ing of the World Economic Forum (WEB), the small Swiss town 
ee : attacking police lines with rocks, bottles, snowballs, and large 


ing through the police barricades and managed to get within 500 


water cannons. Two police officers were reported to have suf- 
fered head wounds during the clashes. A few demonstrators also 
reported injuries, and two people were said to have been arrest- 
ed: ee | 

Founded in 1971, the World Economic Forum (WEF) was 
originally nothing more than a management seminar, however 
now it is one of the most important "think tanks" of the world 
economy. Based in Geneva, the WEF organizes a whole range of 
regional and international meetings between global elites, with 
the stated purpose of acting as a “bridge builder at the highest 
level between the business community and governments," ‘and 
creating “a club-like atmosphere to address the key economic, 
social and political issues on the global agenda." 





of Davos was shaken by angry protests. The protesters defied a 
court ban on demonstrations in Davos during the WEF confer- 
ence, refusing to allow their voices of dissent to be silenced by 


turned, wooden billboards were set aflame, and a number of 
Swiss police were injured as over 1,500 demonstrators attempt- 
ed to force their way through police lines in order to disrupt the 
high-level trade summit of global elites. 

Shortly after 4pm, a standoff between protesters and police 
developed in. the center of town. With access to the main road 
leading to the fortress-like conference sealed off by police road- 
blocks, groups of protesters began to tear down and set fire to a 
number of wooden billboards. Others laid siege on a 
McDonalds, Smashing windews, vandalizing the exterior, and 


SEATTLE SOLI 
MARCHERS JAILED ANI 
BEATEN IN MEXICO CITY] 


MEXICO -- On Saturday, December’ ith, 98 eo were arrested after ie charged a demonstration i in | front of the U.S. 
Embassy. Most of | in TI 















iñ ‘Seattle and also demanded ie eae of U.S. political prisoner Mumia Abu Jamal. m 

“During the demonstration, rocks and fi reworks flew at the embassy,, resulting i in a broken windgive or oases wien: police 
charged to disperse the crowd, they clubbed protesters and then chased pees of people are AN Paseo D De la Reforma 
Boulevard. Some graffiti read "death to the evil government!" a A, į MOR eo 8 R ae 

‘Nineteen of the’ prisoners were minors and were told they would be set free after” 24 hours, but ee were eld in prison for 
three days. At the same time the minors were released, a special police” force transported the rest of the prisoners in vans tobe trans- 
ferred. Inside, they were made to lay face down, were beaten, and were told that they were being moved to "Military Camp #1." 
The police threatened that they were going to be killed and that their bodies would be disappeared. Military Camp #1 is infamous 
for supposedly being the burying grounds of the massacred students of October 2nd, 1968:The prisoners were in reality being trans- 


ferred to the Reclusorio Norte (Northern Penitentiary), but because of hiad ei ominous zand bleak appearince; ey believed 
their captors that they a were i in aa Camp #1. : net FE et Re ten EVA E 






and ae quacking sounds - those’ who did not comply were kicked and ee Tater Heyy were conde to hold their hands up 


high for an’ unnamed oe of time. In the custody of the pasa guards, prisoners were beaten with ‘blows designed not to leave 
marks- 


An insanely high bail of 2,803,200 pesos (approximately $285, 000 USD) was fixed for their freedom, but with the help of unions, 


student unions, and the public, the nouis was raised and they’ were released on December 15th. Those arrested afe accused of riot- 
ing, property damage. and ' e 








CHARLESTON, SC - ‘On January 20th, in some Of ss 
. -the -worst.. waterfront.-violence seen-in<Charleston. = 
$ since the 1960's, hundreds of ‘union dockworkers = 
_ clashed with police in full riot gear as a simmering 
labor dispute erupted into confrontational protest. At * 
least eight people were sent to the hospital with head 
injuries and broken bones from swinging riot batons, 
one worker was run down by a police car, and eight peo- ` 
ple were arrested on trespassing charges and inciting riot. z n 
The International Longshoremen's Association’ © 
(ILA) has held informational pickets at the port since 
early December when the Danish shipping line, 
Nordana, began using non-union dockworkers to load 
and unload their freighters. On January 2nd, seventy- 
five union longshoremen obstructed traffic by block- $ 
ing the terminal gate for a short time. At the time, port authorities 
claimed that two non-union workers were assaulted and some equip- 
ment and cargo vandalized. As actions such as these began to 
increase, more than 600 police, including Highway Patrol troopers 
from around the state, were brought in to guard about 20 non-union 
workers loading the Nordana Skodsborg. On the evening of January 
19th, when two ILA protesters approached the entrance of the States 
Ports Authority (SPA) Columbus Street Terminal, they were con- 
fronted by more than 100 riot police. 

At around midnight, a crowd of 600 workers (who had been 
meeting in the nearby union hall) marched to the terminal entrance 
for a spontaneous demonstration. An angry standoff ensued, and 
potice unleashed their attack: dogs, injuring several workers. The 


pieces of wood. Many demonstrators were successful in break- 


yards of the conference center before they were repelled by 
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EUGENE, OR - After a conviction of second-degree assault on 
a police officer and rioting, Robert Thaxton (aka Rob Los 
Ricos) was sentenced on October 13th to seven. years and four 
months imprisonment for his role in last June's riot.in- Eugene 
(the maximim: sentence for each of his charges). This excep- 
tionally harsh verdict came as no surprise to anarchists from 
Eugene, who have managed to draw attention and contempt 
from local authorities. for some time now. It was clear that 
Thaxton's sentencing was to act as message to others who were 
not caught for their actions on June 18th, and as a preventative 
measure for any future militant outbreaks from Eugene's anar- 
chist community. . 

The June 18th riot (where corporate businesses were attacked 
and skirmishes broke out between protesters and police) fol- 
lowed a Reclaim The Streets street party and protest that 
involved around 300 people. In response to a cop who made a 
violent charge at him, Thaxton was said to have thrown a rock 
in defense (which resulted in minor injuries in the officer, who 
was wearing a bullet-proof vest). For this, police beat Thaxton 
to the ground, ‘broke his nose, gave him a concussion, and 
charged him with felonious assault and rioting (his bail was set 
at $240,000). 

in a mockery of two-day trial on September 3rd, the judge 
repeatedly sided with the prosecution and denied every defense 
motion, extraneous and unsupported charges were permitted by 
the prosecution, and jurors openly acknowledged their biased 
opinions towards anarchists. It did not take long for the jury to 


. reach a conviction of second-degree assault and = An 


appeal of this conviction is currently underway. 
To send any letters to Rob Thaxton (all mail must have a 
return address), please write: 3 


Robert te Thaxton #12112716 a 
O.S:P. 
bp tee 2605 State St. 
= Hottie ate a OR 97310. 
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‘Thessaloniki, Causing damage, but no injuries, ‘police said. The 
i blast occurred at 5; :30 a. m. near “the automatic cash machine of. 
the Ergo Bank. branch i in central Thessaloniki, shattering win- 
dows. Anarchists have claimed responsibility for the attack. 

`: The blast came hours after another bomb exploded ; at the, 
‘Athens: offices of the Texaco: oil company, causing minor 
damage and no in juries, in the latest of a string of arson and. 
bomb attacks against American firms. A „group. called 
Revolutionary Cells claimed responsibility for. that blast. 

_. More, than 100 small arson and bomb attacks occur each 
“year, ‘mostly i in ‘the capital. The majority is claimed by extra- 
“parliamentary leftist Or- -anarchist groups, targeting offices- and 
cars of goverment -agenciés ‘and: large ‘companies: They 
usually. occur: date: at night and. rarely gause any injuries, i g 








Union[ Dock Work e 
with Police at South 





protesters responded by throwing rocks, bricks one other debris, 
and tearing down police spotlights. At 12:30am, the police 
charged, driving their vehicles towards the demonstrators, firing 
smoke grenades and attacking with wooden batons. The ILA 
workers fought with police and overturned a temporary light pole. 
Police announced over a loud speaker that the protest was an unlaw- 
ful assembly, and that all who failed to disperse would be arrested. 
Pushing the workers back to the union hall, police then closed off 
several blocks leading to the terminal for hours. Meanwhile, the 
Danish freighter left Charleston in the pre-dawn hours. | 
The eruption of anger by rank-and-file dockworkers apparently 
took the ILA officials by surprise. Union officials attempted unsuc- 
cessfully to calm the Beaune: workers, and had to De escorted 
from the scene: 
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political demonstrations, however in light of the U.S. President's 
visit these recent actions have gained international attention. 

An estimated 10,000 anti-American demonstrators gathered on 
the city's central Syndagma Square, in front of the Parliament, to 
protest both the recent murderous. U.S. / NATO bombings of 
Serbian civilians and the United States' active role in establishing 
the right-wing military junta that ruled Greece from 1967-1974. 
As angered demonstrators attempted to push through the lines of 
riot police toward the U.S. Embassy, they were repelled by tear 
gas and an enormous show of force by police. 

At about 6:30pm, hundreds of anarchist rioters spread out 
through the city setting fires, smashing windows and clashing 
with police. In no time at all the skies above Athens were filled 
with black, acrid smoke as banks, corporate businesses and bar- 


Ticades burned. In the heart of Athens’ government and com- 


mercial district, one by one all the banks were destroyed under 
the sound of anarchist slogans. Central Greek and foreign banks, 
luxury stores, agencies, corporation buildings, jewelry stores 
and police cars alike were smashed and burned. Barricades were 
built in Panepistimiou, and molotov cocktails were used against 
police. The Ministry of Economics, Stock Exchange, Institute of 


U.S. President's Visit Receives Warm 
Welcoming from Greek Anarchists 


GREECE - From the moment Clinton's plane landed in Athens’ 
airport on November 19th for his delayed 12-hour visit to 
Greece, he was greeted by thousands of anti-American demon- 
strators and large groups of militant anarchists who made their 





over 40 were arrested. | 

A few weeks prior to Clinton's arrival in Greece, an anarchist 
group calling itself ‘Anti-State Action’ planted a gas canister 
bomb at an Athens car dealership which destroyed seven cars. 
The group publicly claimed responsibility for the action, saying 
it was their way of "welcoming" Clinton to their city. As with 
other past actions launched by different anarchist groups in 
Greece, no one was injured in the attack. Other militant actions 
included one on Sunday, November 7th, where an extraparli- 
mentary left-wing group shot six rounds at a Greek-American 
cultural center, and another where a bomb was exploded outside 
of a Levi Strauss store. 





way through the city-center and left behind a trail of property Social Security, and Ministry of Labor were all attacked. For 
destruction and arson. It was not the first time that the ‘known __ hours police tried unsuccessfully to keep order on the streets, in 
unknown’ (as the anarchists have been referred to in Greece), some cases closing off entire sections of the city. Greek officials 
have been responsible for large scale property destruction during reported that 15 people were injured in the street fighting, and 


COLOMBIA ROCKED BY 
INCREASED SOCIAL UNREST 
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‘Repression Against 
Italian Anarchist 
- Squatters in Bologna 


ITALY -- In Bologna the squatted anarchist-center "Laboratoria 
Anarchico Paglietta" was evicted on May 25th. Inside two people 
were sleeping. The police used the eviction as an excuse to cap- 
ture a well-known anarchist (as newspapers reported), but lucki- 
ly he was able to escape through a hidden hole behind a wardrobe. 
However, police were able to arrest another squatter for hindering 
their efforts and placed her into custody. After some days she was 
transferred into house arrest, because she is pregnant. 

All of this started because in Bologna a DS-office had been 
burned during protests against the US / NATO war in the former 
Yugoslavia. DS is the left party in power in Italy, and almost 30 
offices had been burned all over Italy during the war. In the 
squat the police had found a poster signed "Individualita 
Anarchiche" (“Anarchist Individuals”) which had been used to 
sign posters in Italy for years. Recently in Bologna some mili- 
tary tanks had been burned, and a flyer signed "Individualita 
Anarchiche" was left behind. They used this evidence as a pre- 
text for implicating 18 people in these actions. In the end there 
were about 30 home searches around Bologna and seven people 
have been indicted by the Italian State as members of the sup- 
posed organization. 

After a month or so there was a motion to the "Court of 
Justice" (Italy's highest court) stating that there is no proof for 
these charges. The 18 people are now free but only until the 
trial, since these charges have not been dropped. They are 
charged with squatting, flyposting, creating a disturbance, and a 
theft, but not for the burning of the DS-office or tanks! 








COLOMBIA -- In what has become a response to IMF- 
imposed government austerity measures, government repression 
and corruption, huge strikes and demonstrations in Colombia 
have brought that country to a halt over a dozen times in the last 
year and a half. A two-day strike in early September saw some 
of the worst police repression towards demonstrators, who's 
numbers edged toward two million. Another nation-wide strike 
on October 14 was backed by virtually all of the country's 
700,000 state employees, including the powerful oil workers’ 
union known as USO. Im the latest incidence, some 18,000 
banana workers and other members of the Agricultural Workers 
Union (Sintrainagro) staged a 48-hour strike on December 14 to 
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On caf 22 heh volar power “pylons bombed by Colombia’s ELN 


protest the murder of union leader Cesar Herrera, whose death is 
believed to have been at-the hands of paramilitary death squads 


_who work hand-in-glove with Colombia's military. 


The strikes have been a militant answer to President Andres 
Pastrana's highly unpopular and severe free-market economic 
policies. The measures, including a proposed wage freeze and a 
deep cut in social spending in 2000, are aimed at narrowing the 
government's growing budget deficits while complying with 
terms of a recently announced $2.7 billion loan agreement with 
the International Monetary Fund. In a country where more than 


55% of the population lives in poverty, demonstrators and 
organized labor groups are demanding more social spending 
rather than the cuts Pastrana has proposed. Major demands also 
include the rejection of newly enacted anti-union laws, rejection 
of the sell-off of state owned companies, calls for a moratorium 
of the foreign and domestic debt, and for agrarian reform. 

Riot police used tear gas against protesters blocking major 


roads, while airplanes and a fleet of helicopters were deployed ` 


to assist them. In Bogota, 14,000 police patrolled the city to 
enforce the curfew. In working class neighborhoods south of 
Bogota, police threw tear-gas at demonstrators who responded 
with rocks. Students lobbed rocks and Molotov cocktails at riot 
police outside Bogota's National University. Several busses 
were burned, and seven bombs were detonated outside savings 
and loan corporations in the capital, causing heavy damage but 
no injuries. 

In support of the strikes, the leftist guerrilla group FARC 
(Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia) has staged their 
own acts of economic sabotage against a hydroelectric plant and 
other power plants. Most recently the leftist National Liberation 
Army (ELN) blacked out a huge part of northwest Colombia, 
including the third largest city and main industrial hub, 
Medellin, as they bombed 22 high-voltage power pylons on 
January 17 in protest of the privitization of the nationally-owned 
power plants, a measure mandated by the IMF. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. has reassured Pastrana that his govern- 
ment will receive $289 million to supposedly fight the drug war. 
The package includes six Blackhawk. helicopters; arming 34 
Huey helicopter, some with high-power machine guns for long- 
distance firing; equipment for aerial fumigation of coca planta- 
tions; patrol boats; and other weapons and ammunition. Last 
year it was reported that U.S. special forces were training troops 
in Colombia. In August, U.S. Undersecretary of State Thomas 
Pickering met with Pastrana to pressure his government to move 
on with the necessary measures to restore “security and stabili- 
ty" in Colombia (thereby making the country attractive to capi- 
talist investors). 


SHELL SHUTS NIGERIAN OIL 
FLOW STATIONS AFTER PROTESTS 


NIGERIA--Youths have successfully forced Shell to close a 
major export terminal in the Niger Delta region after repeated 
clashes, protests, kidnappings, and other disruptions to the oil 
company's operations. In over six instances since June the com- 
pany suffered from operational stoppages; hostages were taken 
in about five instances - all of whom were later released. Shell's 
Bonny export terminal was closed September 23, while another 
located in Forcados was temporarily closed in early November. 

Shell, a British and Dutch company, has reaped the benefits of 
the oil-rich Niger Delta region by acting in collusion with Nigeria's 
military regime. Shell has only contributed to the vast poverty in 
the region, caused devastating pollution from gas flaring and oil 
spills, and has refused to recognize any right of the indigenous peo- 
ple of the region the control of their own land and resources. Since 
1993, the corporate-backed military regime killed over 2,000 
indigenous people and leveled close to 30 villages. 





Resistance against oil companies in the southern delta region 
has raged throughout the past decade, the highlight of which was 
on January 4, 1993, when Ogoni communities successfully evict- 
ed Shell from their land. In the past year, the struggle intensified 
with the military's attempt to end a three-month blockade of 
Nigeria's oil flow. Throughout June and July, indigenous activists 
took control of oil rigs, held some employees hostage, and blocked 
access roads. In the latest incidence, the 
liquefied natural gas plant in the 
south-eastern town of Bonny, 
worth US $3.8 billion, was shut ¥ 4 
down less than two weeks after $; 
beginning operations 
after the company jë 
declared it was 
"necessitated 
by commu- = 
nity-related Shes i : ae Fae S 
production ae i EE: 
defer- | 
ments." 
























KOREA--Huge demonstrations against neoliberal economic 
policies rocked Korea this past December, and clashes with 
police left many protestors either apprehended or injured - some 
seriously. About 35,000 people, mostly workers, farmers and 
students, attended the December 10th "Second People's Rally" 
held at the Seoul Railway Station Square, under the banner of 
“Defending Economic Sovereignty, Relieving All Farmers’ 
Debt, “No to the WTO,’ and the Eradication of the National 
Security Law." Demonstrators were enraged at the Kim gov- 
ernment’s unwillingness to follow through on promises to 
relieve farmers’ debt and other symptoms of the austerity meas- 
ures imposed by. the government's compliance to the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

The South Korean people have been struggling against the 
inequality and barbarism of the neoliberal market economy on a 
constant basis. On December 6th, the Korean Confederation of 
Trade Unions (KCTU) went on a sit-in demonstration i in n front of 
the National Assembly for similar 
demands. Retaliation from the police camé 
the next day when their headquarters. were 
raided and destroyed. The Federation of 
Korean Trade Unions (FKTU) has also 
come to blows with the government over 
the payment of union stewards' wages. 

During the rally, members of the "Korean 
People's Action Against Investment Treaties 
and the WTO" (KoPA) reported on the 
Seattle, Washington, demonstrations and 
reaffirmed the necessary rejection of the 
WTO. Later in the afternoon, they marched # 
through the streets in spite of 10,000 riot § 
police(!). Violence soon broke out as the riot å 
police lashed out with clubs and threw 
stones at demonstrators. 

In the evening, 20,000 demonstrators = 


Massive Korean Protests Against 
Neoliberalism Lead to Clashes with Police 





held a closing rally at the Myungdong cathedral, after which 
they marched again through Dong-guk University. It was then 
that the riot police ambushed the students and others, pushing 
them back with billy clubs and shields. About a dozen people 
were arrested, hundreds wounded, and some severely beaten. 
At least four people remain in critical condition at the hospital. 
Two women, who are students, are on artificial respiratory 
machines and have both suffered severe head injuries. One 
man, also a student, lost his sight in one eye after being hit by 
rock (thrown by a riot cop). Another man, a farmer, suffered 
from a cerebral hemorrhage. 

The Kim regime, not surprisingly, has distorted the facts 
about the violence and announced that they will heavily pun- 
ish the demonstrators. The government and the press are bub- 
bling over that a lot of citizens were inconvenienced by the 
demonstration, and that hundreds of the policemen were 
injured DY. ane demonsfiators. 





Italian Anarchists 
Arrested for Fire Attacks 
© © 2 

Ie aati 
ITALY -- On August 7th, three anarchists from the "Silvestre" group 
from Pisa were stopped and arrested at 6:00 a.m., while on their way 
home. They are accused of having thrown a molotov cocktail at a 
Mercedes dealer that was located a short distance away from where they 
were arrested. 

A private security guard claims to oe them, even if he can only 
give a partial deseription of the people he had seen. He claims to have 
seen people with bags, hats, hoods etc. but none of the 3 arrested had 
any of these articles on him-/herself. The police had immediately 
noticed who they were and so there were no doubts of their guilt. 
Moreover the police claimed that a plastic bottle on the moped, used to 
collect oil, was intended to be used as another molotov cocktail. The 
newspapers reported that the three anarchists had been found while 
doing the action, with another molotov on their moped. 3 

Fortunately the three comrades only had to spend just one day in jail. 
Now they are waiting for their trial, which should take Bee in a couple 
of months. 

After the initial arrest, police searched the individual's homes and also - 
the office of the Silvestre group, looking for explosives. A lot of infor- 
mational materials were confiscated during the searches. It is expected 
that the police are trying to construct something bigger out of this, as 
even the newspapers made it a point to note a number of previous fire 
attacks in the same city (against Shell), which had been undertaken 40 
days before this incident. One local newspaper put the news on the front 
page, talking of an international anarchist gang. 

These anarchists are risking a minimum prison sentence of 39 years, if 


found guilty. They have already problems to pay the lawyers and need 
some money. Donations for legal costs can be sent to the following: 





Anarchist Black Cross (ABC) Innsbruck, 
LOM i 
Postlagernd 
6024 Innsbruck 
Austria - Europe 


SPECIAL POLICE ENGAGE IN TERRORIST ATTACK 





RUSSIA -- On October 14th, at 2am, a group of gunmen 
assaulted the administration building of Vyborg pulp and paper 
mill. The mill is weil known as the first peoples enterprise in 
Russia. Three years ago it was sold to a British firm "Nimonor", 


but the workers, not being paid their wages for months, took p 


over the mill and have been running it since then. 

At first tear-gas and truncheons were used. But the mill work- 
ers who were on the night shift resisted and the attackers opened 
gunfire against unarmed workers. Eleven workers were wound- 
ed. Eight people, including some women and a wounded work- 
er, were taken as hostages and are still held on the second floor 
by the group of attackers who turned out to be members of a spe- 
cial police force command. No medical assistance and no jour- 
nalists are allowed to enter the room where hostages are kept. 

Later this morning the region administration spokesman said 
that the policemen who tried to take over the building, who 












Prison Uprising 
Breaks Out in Brazil 


BRAZIL - On December 30th, nearly 700 prisoners, some armed 
with heavy caliber weapons, held over 80 prison guards hostage in 
a 60-hour rebellion that broke out in the overcrowded Presidente 
Bernerdes Penitentiary in southeastern Brazil (about 340 miles 
northwest of Sao Paulo). The uprising began when seven heavily 
armed individuals raided the prison during visiting hours. 
Ransacking the prison armory, the gunmen seized machine guns, 
shotguns and pistols, and then distributed these weapons to freed 
inmates before successfully escaping. In the shootout that fol- 
lowed, one inmate was shot dead, three police were wounded and 
some 20 prisoners escaped. 

After negotiations were exhausted, with officials failing to meet 
any of the prisoners demands (which included transfers to other pris- 
ons in order to lessen the overcrowding of inmates), large groups of 
riot police stormed the prison. Police killed two of the uprising's 
leaders, wounded four others, and managed to end the rebellion. 


prevented the true o 


AGAINST SELF-MANAGED VYBORG FACTORY 


opened gunfire against workers and took hostages, were carry- 
ing out the orders of the local court who were acting in the inter- 
ests of the new owners of the mill. Their task is "to cleanse the 





about 700 workers converged on the plant in protest, surround- 
ing the administration building. A few workers ended up seizing 
Sa cere Oe et oe bee Mee 


territory of the mill of those who wee took over the mil and (after gi 
re medical reath 


throw out the workers. But the speciali lie coinmand failed to 
seize the control over the mill and barricaded themselves on the 
second floor of the administration building. The spokesman has 
also said that Vyborg strike committee E will be charged 
with contempt of court. 

This most recent act of police intervention was a direct result 
of the deepening hostility between workers and the current 
owner of the factory, a London company called Alcem UK. The 
workers claim that Alcem, which owns a majority stake in the 
factory, intends to close the plant down and sell its equipment. 

In response to the provocation of the terrorist police siege, 


BERLIN 


GERMANY--In the early hours of Sunday, December 19th, 
approximately 1,000 police surrounded the "Mehringhof," a left- 


ist social center in the Kreuzberg district of Berlin and staged a 


surprise raid. Looking for explosives and guns, special anti-ter- 
rorist police units (called GSG-9) searched the entire building - 
checking computers, confiscating papers, tearing up floors, and 
drilling holes in the walls., 
They found nothing! The 
raid, which continued into 
the night, was conducted 
under a general crack- 
down against Rote Zora/ 
Revolutionary Cells (RZ), & 
and involved the arrest off 
three individuals across 

















Germany. | 
During the raid on them 
Mehringhof, about 208 


people who had been at a 
salsa party there the night 
before were detained for 
5-6 hours, during which 

time they could not use the phone or the toilets or drink water. 
Three of these people may have been arrested, and one person is 
now in deportation custody. It was three hours before tenants of 
the complex could enter. In the meantime, all locks had been 


broken open and the entire city block was sealed off. A sponta- ` 


neous demonstration which involved about 150 people outside 
of the Mehringhof complex, was attacked by police. 





were oripinally taken hostage were released by the Spetsnaz and 


“Freedom for Sabine, Harald, & “Axel?” p the e. an A in connection with Rote Zora 







are now undergoing medical examination. The hundreds of 
workers present on the mill grounds, though surrounded by 
police, refused to leave until the special Spetsnaz armed police 
unit which attacked them was removed from inside the building. 

Most recent reports state that the special police detachment had 


to leave the territory of the mill because of the organized resist- 


ance offered by the workers guard. The local authority has rec- 
ognized that nothing can be done for the moment in order “to 
return the mill to the rightful owners". The strike committee, 


once again, has the full control over the mill. 


EX-SQUAT RAIDED IN 


ORIST HUNT 


Just preceding the raid, two men in Berlin and one woman in 
Frankfurt were arrested for allegedly being members of RZ and 
having taken part in several actions in the late eighties. The 
actions include the shooting (in the leg) of a judge and a foreign 
police bureaucrat and also several bombings related to the for- 
eign policies of the German government. The arrested cannot be 
charged for the specific 
deeds because they are 
now ‘superannuated, but 
they can be charged for 
i being or having been 
members of a so-called 
"terrorist association” 
Í which can lead to long 
term prison charges. 

The Mehringhof center 
houses a collectively-run 
pub, "EX," which is popu- ` 
lar among political 
activists and was the cen- 
ter of most of the police 
activity during the raid. It 
was once a squatted complex but now is a collectively owned 
project, and has been home to scores of political projects and ini- 
tiatives ranging from alternative and ecological collectives, 
Turkish and Kurdish leftist organizations, and autonomist and 
anti-fascist groups for well over a decade. Despite a marked 
decline in the strength of the revolutionary autonomist left in 
Berlin over the past few years, police repression against them 
has never lessened. Damages caused by the police raid are esti- 


mated at over 100,000 DM and more arrests are expected to fol- 
low. 
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South African 
"Workers Solidarity 
Federation’ (WSF) 
Dissoives 


SOUTH AFRICA -- The Workers Solidarity Federation of South Africa (WSF) has been dis- 
solved by unanimous mutual agreement of all its active membership in its Johannesburg, Durban 
and Cape Town branches. The former WSF comrades will, however, be involved in several new 
projects including Bikisha Media Collective and Zabalaza Books (formerly Land and Liberty). 
Both of these organizations are primarily concerned with the production and distribution of revo- 
lutionary media. Our former Durban branch is currently involved in talks with the Industrial 
Workers of the World with a view to establishing an [WW section in the region. 

We feel that - in the current situation in South Africa, characterized by the attrition of the left 
and the betrayal of the worker's struggle by the labor and political elites - these initiatives will pro- 
vide an effective means of spreading the revolutionary idea. The comrades remain fully convinced 
of the urgency of the libertarian socialist revolutionary. project. 


WHAT WAS THE WSF? 


The. _ The WSF was founded in April 1995 as an anar- 
a Sed cf ë „chist political organization based on the 
one „ Organizational Platform of the Libertarian 
Communists written by Nestor Makhno 
åA and Peter Arshinov. We built an organ- 






















Thee A cal unity with the aim of reviving the 
African labor movement. 
From the Start, the WSF played a 


the State and all forms: of social 
oppression. We were directly involved 


became increasingly drawn: into worker 


p A a aya a gy » education. and Jabor protests. against the. 
Meg nn ath ANCS capitalist policies. Throughout this time, __ 
ete we also. campaigned against ‘issues “such as_ the“ en 
G oppression of gays and ‘lesbians, and violence “against = TF ce 


women and immigrants. Despite our small size, WSF's.achievements include: 
1) the revival of the anarcho-syndicalist idea among. the workerist revolutionary movement; 





+ ization based on theoretical and tacti-. 
_ revolutionary syndicalist tradition 
' 4 of workers control in the South. 


role in the struggle against capitalism, 


in the radical student movement, and 
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MILIT. ARY'S ROAD BUILDING 
PROGRAM HALTED 


MEXICO -- The Mexican government suspended in August thè construction of a highway that 
would have cut right through the Zapatista heartland; a number of tense confrontations and huge 
_ demonstrations had made it's continuation impossible. The community of Amador Hernandez in 


the Sierras of Chiapas has been the center of the conflict over the road building -- which is less 


~ about government-funded “progress” than it is about increased militarization by the Mexican 


Army as well as corporate access to the oil-rich lands of that region. 
Tension exploded on August 25 when army troops and public security police from the State of 
Chiapas attacked the community of San Jose la Esperanza, located near the towns of Rizo de Oro 


- and the Aguascalientes of La Realidad. Apparently, when armed soldiers seized three men from 
the community, local people rushed to their aid but were met with gunfire. The three men were 


detained and beaten up, while two others were wounded by gunfire. Women from thé community 


were also beaten by the soldiers, according to the communiqué issued by the Zapatista Army of 


National Liberation (EZLN). 


=~ Meanwhile, about twelve thousand Zapatistas demonstrated in support of the Amador 
Hernandez. community in San Cristobal, Ocosingo and Altamirando. In Ocosingo, some 4,000 


supporters occupied the downtown area and drew a popular mural, replete with graffiti, on the side 


of the Town Halls A banner that. was unfurled pad, an } image of Subcomandante Marcos and - 


waned: alles eon provoke Marcos." 


TE LO w I N TEN S i d y- 
WAR CONTINUES- 








2) the formation of a thorou 1, consistent | libertarian socialist politico-economic analysis of the region; = 


3). the regular publication of Workers Solidarity magazine, plus thousands of pamphlets and MI 


posters which were distributed to acclaim at strikes and protest marches; 


prh 
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6) the formation of links with the international movement (including | attendance as-an “obscwer a 
organization at the 1997 conference of the International of Anarchist Federations in Lyon, France) = 


T participation in the radical student fight against racism, On and the commodification of 


education; 


Mumia Abu-Jamal and against Bill Clinton’ s visit to South Africa. 
A detailed history of the organization will be made available in due course on the web. 


THE CONTINUED RELEVANCE OF REVOLUTION 


The neo-liberal capitalist onslaught against the world's working class and poor points to the need 
for fundamental social change. The failure of parliamentary democracy and the collapse of the 
State-capitalist dictatorships of the former East bloc as alternatives to capitalist exploitation point 
to the need to reconstruct class struggle anarchism and revolutionary synidicalism, as a viable alter- 
native for ordinary people. 

Social democracy, so-called “communism” and ultra-left posturing have failed the working 
class, and aided the global shift to the unabashed exploitation of the neo-liberal phase of capital- 
ism. Only libertarian socialism - with its core ideas of worker self-management, class war and eco- 
nomic and social equality for all - can offer any alternative to the vision of hell opened up by the 
capitalist offensive. 

The global working class is fighting back - and we must be a central part of the greater class 
struggles yet to come. The movement is presented with a historical opportunity. It is our respon- 
sibility as anarchist revolutionaries to seize the day! 


TC ers 
Gentre Evicted 





- ENGLAND -- The 121 Centre anarchist squat was evicted at a dawn raid on August 12, after 18 


years and 6 months occupation. 150 riot police backed by an armed squad and a helicopter sealed 
off Railton Road and adjoining streets before bursting into the 121 through a first floor window. 
Within minutes the 8 occupiers had been removed and Lambeth council members went about trash- 
ing and barricading the building. A van of police continued to guard the building, while another van 
load of cops was stationed at the Town Hall building to guard against anti-council actions. 
Lambeth council has attempted to evict them on a.number of occasions. In`an attempt last 
February, police were met by a demonstration of nearly 70 protesters who blocked the road and 
set up barricades inside the building, which had been an advice center for squatters as well as a 
cafe, party venue and printing office. Occupants had organized a highly efficient campaign from 


_ inside thé three-story building with the use of a website and newsletter circulated among support- 


ers. An emergency siren and internal defenses with’ cee -to- assemble barricades were also used to 
maintain occupancy. 
However, there was no sign of any resistance duie this eviction. One squatter said residents 
had become disillusioned with efforts to keep the center open since police attempted their last evic- 
tion in February. "It was so aggressive and people just kind of gave up. But they won't be able to 
secure the building and people will try and enter it again." 


4A) the establishment ofa disciplined and educated core of anarchist militants duiding several. 


>i E z a = st 
5); aid in e Kiabiishmeni of the first- known anarchist § groùpi in OALA Africa, in Zambia, in 1008; a 





PASTS 


n four yeats | since the government's uA to implement. the peace ‘agreements made al an a 

Andreas. Supp porters of the sapauistas feel threatened | at all, times, Jeading to tense situations with i 
the military a PRI that : ometimes diffuse, _ and s ‘sometimes do not int the Aguascalientes de” cs 

| Morelia, Pain blocked ‘the highways with. logs, rocks, and their bodies in response to the 

threat of an imminent attack by the Mexican Army and by State Public Security Police. Morelia 






is home to one of the most important political and cultural Centers for the rebel movement. . 


"The attacks have been constant. The PRIs and the government want us to fall into provoca- T 


tions, and to confront our indigenous brothers. That isn't going to happen. What we are not going 


2 =) allow is for the army and the state police to destroy the Aguascalientes," said members of the, 
8) participation in the general strikes of 1995, 1996 and 1997, andi in the Smee in elope of 


Zapatista 17 de Noviembre Autonomous Municipality. Residents had detected military and police 
movement on the outskirts of town while helicopters fly over the community regularly. 


ZAPATISTA AIR FORCE 
ATTACKS ARMY BASE 


MEXICO -- The Zapatista Air Force attacked the Federal Army encampment in Amador 
Hernandez with paper airplanes January 3rd. Some flew well and maneuvered themselves right 
into the dormitories. Others sputtered in flight and barely cleared the barbed wire fence. The air- 
craft, white in color and letter size, carried written messages for the federal troops which have 
occupied part of the outskirts of this community for the last five months. Some messages read: 
"Soldiers, we know that poverty has made you sell your lives and souls. I also am poor, as are mil- 
lions. But you are worse off, for defending our exploiter -- Zedillo and his group of moneybags." 

The daily, persistent and almost incredible protest of the indigenous of this region against the 
military occupation on the outskirts of Montes Azules has sought in many ways to make itself 
heard by the troops, who appear to live on the other side of the sound barrier. This afternoon they 
took to the air in typewritten notes, originals and carbon copies, in the prehistory of graphic repro- 








duction. They wrote several editions, with their copies, to maximize their contingent of Kamikaze 


letter-bombers. Another bomber declared: "We do not sell our lives. We want to free our lives and 
those of your children, your lives and those of your wives, your brothers and sisters, your uncles 
and aunts, fathers and mothers, and the lives of millions of poor exploited Mexicans. We want to 


_ free their lives also so that soldiers do not repress their towns by the order of a few thieves." 


In recent nights, the military encampment has remained on alert. All night, every fifteen min- 
utes, a voice is heard saying, ‘alert, alert," among the soldiers. "So that they don't sleep,” says one 
Tzeltal Maya peasant who has spent his nights in the encampment of peasants who watch over the 
community of Amador Hernandez - and during the day they dream up protests. 


MEXICAN OFFICIALS SEEK 
TO DEPORT FOREIGN 
ZAPATISTA SYMPATHIZERS 


MEXICO - Despite protests from human rights activists, the Mexican government has brought 
deportation proceedings against 43 foreigners who joined New Years' celebrations in the 
autonomous municipality of Oventic to mark the sixth anniversary of the Zapatista rebellion. 





Many of the foreigners targeted had journeyed to Chiapas aboard an “educational caravan for 


peace” which had been organized by pro-Zapatista supporters from the U.S. These actions come 
as ipar of a sustained campaign waged by the government since early 1998 against foreign 

5 Zapatista: sympathizers in, the southern Mexican state of,Chiapas. 
Critics have attacked this latest clampdown on foreigners as a fresh 
sign of the Mexican government's unwillingness to allow interna- 
tional reporting of human rights violations and repression. 
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SWEDEN - Björn Söderberg, along time revolutionary syndi- 
calist and member of the Sveriges Arbetares Centralorganisation 
(SAC) was murdered by fascists on October 12th. Söderberg 
was shot six times outside of his apartment in the Stockholm 
suburb of Satra. One shot went directly through his head. 

The union activist, in his forties, had recently played a crucial 
role in exposing a leading fascist, Robert Vesterlund, at his 
workplace. This past summer Söderberg worked at the ware- 
house of Svanstroms in Southern Stockholm, where Vesterlund 
also worked and was elected shop steward. 

When Björn made Vesterlund's nazi sympathies known to the 
press, the local union decided to expel Vesterlund who left the 
union voluntarily before he could be expelled. 

The same day Vesterlund's nazism was made public, a copy 
of Bjérn's passport photo was obtained by Info 14, a nazi maga- 
zine which Vesterlund publishes. 

Four weeks later Björn Söderberg was assassinated. Three fas- 
cists with ties to Vesterlund have been arrested for the crime. 
Vesterlund was involved, though never questioned by police, in 
a car bombing earlier this year. He began his nazi career in the 
youth organization of the fascist parliamentary party 
Sverigedemokraterna (the Swedish Democrats) and recently 
joined the violent nazi group Ariska Broderskapet (Aryan 
Brotherhood). 

Bjorn's union, the SAC, says the assassination must be seen in 
the context of increased nazi violence, both in Sweden and inter- 
nationally. In Sweden this includes the assassination of two 
police officers in Malexander last May and a car bomb attack 
against an anti-fascist journalist and his eight-year-old son in 
Nacka in June. Everything, says a SAC statement, points towards 
a group of violent fascists who are well organized and willing to 
engage in terroristic deeds against those who oppose them. 

On October 23rd, memorial demonstrations were held across 
Sweden. Nearly forty thousand people showed their sorrow and 
anger in twenty different towns. This was the largest anti-nazi 
demonstration in Sweden since the Second World War. 

Early in the morning of these demonstrations a bomb explod- 


- ed in the SAC Industrial Secretariat offices in the town of Gavle 


in an obvious attempt to frighten people away from the demon- 
strations. The offices where the bombing occurred are located in 
the birthplace and childhood home of Joe Hill, the famous IWW 
songwriter and martyr. Nevertheless, over 2,000 participated in 
the demonstration in Gavle. Later another bomb was exploded at 
the RONE of progressive ee a wae. 
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Alleged 'Red Army 
Faction' (RAF) Member 
Murdered By The State 


AUSTRIA -- On Wednesday, September 15, alleged Red Army 
Fraction (RAF) activist Horst Ludwig Meyer was murdered by 
a special unit of the Austrian police in Vienna, and another 
alleged RAF activist, Andrea Klump, was arrested. There is still 
uncertainty and confusion surrounding the circumstances of the 
execution ard arrest. According to Austria's General Director 
for Public Security, Michael Sika, both activists were on the 
police wanted list, although they were not being sought after 
internationally. According to the mainstream media, Horst and 
Andrea came into the authorities’ sights as early as July 1999, 
and they were supposedly observed and photographed. 

If one believes what the mainstream media have written, it is 


said to have taken the police several hours to figure out who 


they were actually dealing with (due to the fact both had fake 
Italian passports). Andrea is said to have been identified days 
later by BKA federal agents from Germany. The police are said 
to be unsure about how long and for what reason Horst and 
Andrea were in Vienna. Although the RAF officially disbanded 
in 1998, Austria's Interior Minister Karl Schlogel won't rule out 
“a political background" to their presence. 

Very little is known about the individuals Horst Ludwig 
Meyer and Andrea Klump, however, according to the capitalist 
media, Horst took part in the 1986 attack on Siemens chief Karl- 
Heinz Beckurts. Regardless of how one feels about the politics 
and history of the RAF - in this respect, we anarchists may take 
a more critical position than others on the left - solidarity with 


political prisoners from the RAF is still urgently necessary. - 


Andrea in particular needs our support. in her struggle against 
this destructive system. At the present time, there are still 8 RAF 
activists in prison. Some of them are in-very-poor health and 
should have been released, but:the authoritarian-state refuses to 
do so. Why? For the simple reason’ that these activists refuse to 
abandon their political beliefs and. Bene nen to ee with 
the German State. fs ERARA test be rina 
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In Stockholm the demonstration attracted over 15,000 partic- 
ipants, from the SAC and the mainstream social democratic 
unions, who crowded together to listen to speeches from a vari- 
ety of different progressive labor union officials. An anarcha- 
feminist choir sang songs of struggle and a representative of the 
Network Against Racism also spoke. Red and black flags and 
libertarian banners dominated the podium. In Goteborg, over 


7,000 gathered. Over 1,000 demonstrated in the southern town — 


of Malmo, while smaller es were held fironehonr 
the country. 


In Sweden, the fight against fascism continues, and as long as 


the Swedish State continues to portray antifascists and extra- -par- 
liamentary activists as criminals, while remaining docile in the 
face of repeated fascist violence, we shall be forced to defend 
ourselves. The best defense is a good offense! 
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= Swedish Anarcho-Syndicalist] Mexican Anarchist 
Assassinated by Fascists 


Library in Danger 
of Closing its Doors 


MEXICO -- The Biblioteca Social Reconstruir (The Library of 
Social Reconstruction) is an anarchist space located in down- 
town Mexico City which was started in 1978. The library cur- 
rently contains 3,000 books, some of which are extremely old, 
such as La Pornocracia by Proudhon,-edited in Spain in 1892. 


They also have 4,700 magazines, some very old and important 


such as the historic Revista Blanca. The library holds dozens of 
magazines edited during the Spanish Revolution of 1936, as 
well as important Mexican anarchist publications. Hundreds of 
newspapers are still in the process of being classified, including 
the thirteenth issue of Regeneracion, edited by the Flores 
Magon brothers [Anarchists and heroes of the Mexican 
Revolution], published November 7, 1900. 

The Biblioteca Social Reconstruir is visited by people 
researching books and thesis topics, but it is mainly frequented 
by liberationist youth [many of them punks and other working 
class kids] that look to the library for inspiration and knowledge 
in the quest for freedom and justice for all. The BSR is also a 
meeting point for liberationist women and men from Mexico | 
and many other parts of the world. : 

The Biblioteca Social Reconstruir is currently facing a very dif- 
ficult economic situation, the high costs of rent, telephone, elec- 
tricity, Internet service, correspondence, etc. If the Biblioteca 
Social Reconstruir is unable to finance its costs, it will mean clos- 
ing what has been perhaps the most important center in Mexico 
for the dissemination of anarchist ideas of the last 22 years, dur- 
ing which the center has slowly built on its modest roots. The 
BSR is part of Mexico's anarchist community and its loss would 
mean a defeat and a setback-for the organized movement--a defeat 
and a loss that they could most likely not recover from. 

It is for these reasons that the BSR is asking for solidarity, so 
that the library can continue to be one of the points of contact for 
anarchy in Mexico. So that this project continues to carry out its 
principal task: the sowing of ideas. 


BIBLIOTECA SOCIAL RECONSTRUIR 


——  A.P, 9090 _C.P. 06002 MEXICO 1 DF. 





libertad @mail. dnternet.com.mx 
www.libertad.org.1 N 






POLICE RAID 
MINNEHAHA FREE STATE 


Four Oaks Spiritual Encampment Destroyed 


MINNEAPOLIS, MN -- On December 12 at 7am, over 100 police raided the Four Oaks Spiritual Encampment i in 
arresting protesters and cutting down trees. Native Americans, non-violent activists, and supporters have occupied Minnehaha park 
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Ainnehaha Park, 


for over a year to protest the reroute of highway 55 - a road that would cut just three minutes off the drive time between the Mall of 
America in suburban Bloomington, MN, and downtown Minneapolis. The state agencies claim they must reroute the road to also 
accommodate a planned Light Rail Transit system, but federal funding has yet to be secured. 

Thirty-three people were arrested while state police dismantled a sweat lodge, removed other sacred items from the site, a cut 
down, among others, four oak trees sacred to the Dakota people. Amazingly absent was the blatant brutality of the police towards 
the protestors that they have shown on past occasions, when teargas, pepper spray, and pain-compliance holds were liberally used. 

The history of the protests go back to August 10th, 1998, when the Mendota Mdewakanton Dakota Community, Earth First!, and 


other activists began an occupation of property that the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) had slated for destruc- 


tion to reroute Highway 55. On December 20th, 1998, MnDOT, showing blatant disregard for human and civil rights, as well as 
the wishes of the public, raided the non-violent encampment with 802 state, county and city police officers in riot gear. -They tear- 
gassed, pepper-sprayed, and brutalized 37 people, and then bulldozed the homes and burned personal and sacred items. Protesters 
returned to the trees three days later to prevent them from being cut. Possibly the longest running urban occupation in U. S- a 


ry, the protesters remained at the site until this latest police action -. 


Activists will no doubt be returning to defend the land, but are reques ine savor in the form of media presence and egal l 


observers to ensure their safety. 





PERU - Roadblocks, demonstrations and series of clashes with 
riot police marked the 24-hour general strike organized for 
Thursday, October 14th to protest against Peruvian President 


Alberto Fujimori. Protestors blocked roads across the count 
and in the capital, Lima, three thousand 
demonstrators burned effigies of Mr. 
Fujimori at a noisy rally outside the #8 
presidential palace. The General Civic = 
National Front and the Regional : 
Coordinated Union called the strike in ` 
protest of Fujimori, who is responsible À 
for undermining Peruvian democracy : 
and implementing economic policies 
which have created widespread unem- # 
ployment and poverty throughout the : 
country. Fujimori is expected to run for 
an unprecedented third mandate in pres- 
idential elections next April. In addition. ; 
to these two unions, education and.con- * 
struction workers called their own 24- 
hour protest. 





PROTESTS IN PERU LEAD TO GENERAL 
STRIKE AND CLASHES WITH POLICE 








Angry Protesters burn sofia ane symbolic 
; funeral for Peruvian democracy. 


Support for the general strike was especially strong in Lima 


and in the provinces of Arequipa, Puno, Cusco and Junin. In 
Lima, a huge cloud smoke rose up in front of the Palacio de 
Gobierno as thousands ee strikers burned cardboard and wood. 


i Jose Risco leader of the General 
Workers Confederation, which 
belongs to the General Front, said the 
strike was against "the neoliberal eco- 
nomic policies that the government 
has applied unsuccessfully, and the 
continued growth of unemployment 
in this country." The university stu- 
dent union joined in the strike, while 
around 1,000 civil construction work- 
ers blocked major highways as police 
looked on. Other groups joined 
together in Dos de Mayo Square to 
march toward the - Palacio de 
Gobierno, as police surveillance heli- 
copters flew overhead. 

In Peru's second-largest city, 


_ Arequipa; some: clashes with police were reported. Army patrols 


attempted to keep order after groups of workers rolled‘rocks into 


*. place at entry points into the city. Streets in the:cities of Cusco, 
» Huancayo; iquitos, Piura and ee were ao ea ee 
»- ly around the main: city squares. - gi 





; 
F 








ECUADOR -- Almost a year after an economic crisis provoked by 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) structural adjustment plan, 
Ecuador-erupted into a nation-wide popular rebellion led by thou- 
sands of indigenous people, students, peasants and workers. 
Protests and strikes became widespread and mobilizations by 
indigenous communities blocked roads across the country. On 
January 21st, the country's presi- ` = 
dent Jamil Mahuad was overthrown | 
amid mass demonstrations calling ; 
for his resignation. Earlier in the. 
month, Mahuad had announced the ; 
"dollarization" of Ecuador's curren- | 
cy at the rate of 25,000 sucre to one 
US dollar, a rate which would slash 
the minimum wage in half. 
Hundreds of people have been 
injured in clashes with police in the į 
months leading up to the presiden- į 
tial resignation. In Latacunga, a 
town one hour south of the capital, 
indigenous groups that had been § 
closing roads charged a military 
vehicle full of troops on the night 
of July 31. The vehicle turned tail : 


were fi as they confronted the ite attempting to keep the road 
open. One later died. Five people were shot August 3, as they tried 
to march to the capital of Quito to protest the impacts of the new eco- 
nomic system imposed on them. 

The protests and the indigenous uprising have been brought 
about by the severity of the economic measures taken to suppos- 
edly pull Ecuador out of its economic plight. The now discredited 
IMF recipe of provoking inflation and removing subsidies in order 
to balance the budget has been applied without relief since the 
effects of the global economic crisis hit Latin America at the end 


_ Of 1998. Food costs have risen by about 70%; gas, electricity, gaso- 


line, diesel, and water costs have all risen substantially. 

The taxi drivers hit back first, blocking roads and demanding that 
fuel prices be reduced to their previous levels and frozen for two 
years. They blocked roads and brought the cities to a standstill. 
Workers from the state oil company. Petroecuador, Ecuador's pri- 


cist Deportation 






i Provokes -Ra mpage. . 


-in Copenhagen 


DENMARK - On the evening of November 7th, hundreds of 
people ransacked the Copenhagen neighborhood of Nørrebro, 
setting several cars ablaze, smashing windows at banks and 
retail stores, and attacking police with iron bars and homemade 
gasoline bombs. The rioting went on late into the night, and 
only subsided after police began to heavily tear-gas the area. No 
serious injuries were reported and no arrests were made. 

The Nørrebro disorder was provoked by a recent court ruling 
to expel a Danish-born citizen of Turkish origin who had been 
convicted of various crimes. The majority of participants in the 
riots were said to be second generation immigrant youths, anar- 
chists and other left-wing radicals. 









































One of} many. cars rs torched in the Nørrebro Fols 


TT Workers 


HONDURAS -- Workers-from neighboring maquila (assembly- 
for-export) factories who refused to go to work August 30, in a 
Stirring show of solidarity for striking workers at the Kimi fac- 
tory in Continental Park in Honduras, were tear-gassed and beat- 
en by anti-riot police. Many workers were taken to local hospitals. 

The confrontation took place following a weekend blockade 
of Continental Park gates by Kimi workers, who were protesting 
Kimi management's refusal to respect the collective bargaining 


negotiated by the Kimi union, SITRAKIMIH, earlier this year. It 


is the only collective bargaining agreement in the eight-factory 
Continental Park. 

Kimi workers had shut the park down on n August 27-28, by 
blocking entrances. When they returned the next day, riot police 
were lined up in front of the gates to allow workers to enter the 
industrial park. But in an act of widespread solidarity, most work- 
ers refused to enter the park. A local radio station worker then 











mary industry, also joined. à 

Indigenous groups throughout the central mountain region have 
joined them in an uprising which has blocked roads, occupied state 
electricity offices and taken control of communications towers. 


_ Indigenous areas are among the poorest in the country and the 


native population, which has been badly affected by the privatiza- 
i tion and globalization agenda, is call- 
| ing their actions a fight for life. 
| Meanwhile, teachers and medical 
workers who have not been paid in 
months joined the strike, along with 
banana workers, bus and transportation 
workers, and street vendors. Whole 
neighborhoods took over roads in an 


change course. The offices of the 
Catholic Church, criticized as pro-gov- 
ernment, were even occupied. Ironically, 
the police, charged with repressing the 
demonstrations, also found themselves 
unpaid. 

The government's initial answer was 
to declare a general state of emergency, 
endowing the now ex-President 
Mahuad with extraordinary powers to 
control the state budget, and to order military intervention wherever 
he pleased. The police cracked down on demonstrations under these 
powers, using tear gas and making mass arrests. While thousands had 
their savings wiped out as ten of the country's banks declared them- 
selves broke, the majority of high government officials withdrew 
their money before all bank accounts were frozen in March of 1999. 

A three-person junta, consisting of member of the 
Confederation of Indigenous Nationalities of Ecuador (CONAIE), 
the military, and the former Supreme Court president, was formed 
to replace the Mahuad government, but unexpectedly the mili- 


- tary handed over power to Vice President Gustavo Noboa the 


next day. Despite these events, unions, student groups, and 
indigenous and community organizations have all pledged to 


continue the struggle against corruption, privatization, high 


interest rates, unemployment, IMF debt, and for creating popu- 
lar goes in each province. 


struggle continues in Washington, DC - the very heart of political 
and institutional control over the global economy: the U.S. ‘Treasury, 
the IMF and the World Bank. From April 16-17th, the Finance 
Ministers and Central Bank Governors of some 25 countries and the 
heads of many international institutions (such as the WTO, OECD, 
European Central Bank, World Bank, etc.) are scheduled to meet in 
Washington, DC for the Spring Meetings of the IMF and World Bank. 

As with the historic Seattle meeting of the World Trade 
Organization, the April 16-17th IMF-World Bank meetings will 
provide an important opportunity to actively disrupt the global cap- 
italist agenda through protest and direct action against these 
destructive financial institutions. Many of the groups responsible 
for the civil disobedience and disruptive protests in Seattle (includ- 
ing the Direct Action Network, Ruckus Society, Art & Revolution, 
Global Exchange and the Rainforest Action Network) are also 
organizing a similar campaign of direct action against the Spring 
Meetings of the IMF and World Bank. Using a similar decentral- 
ized organizing model (based on affinity groups, a spokescouncil, 


_ organizing collective), activists hope to repeat the success of 


Seattle and prevent the IMF-World Bank meetings from taking 
place. In addition to this, a number of anarchist groups have put out 
a call for a ‘Revolutionary Anti-Capitalist Bloc’ in order to bring 
an explicitly radical presense to these protests. 


APRIL DAYS OF ACTION CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


Throughout the Week (April 9th to 15th) Direct Action Network 
Convergence: Nonviolence, organizing, media and direct action 
trainings and issue education at the convergence location. _ 


Attacked by Police 


arrived and used a megaphone to lead some chants. Without provo- 
cation, police then attacked the workers with tear gas and clubs. 
Kimi is a long-time supplier for JC Penney. Other U.S. com- 
panies who are supplied by Continental Park include The Gap, 
Phillips- Van Heusen, Kohl's, Dayton-Hudson, Salant, Gear for 
Sports arid American Eagle. The company had also reportedly 
made threats to close the factory and move it to Buffalo. i 
Following this violent confrontation, Kimi managers met with 
the union but they have refused to negotiate unless the union's 





leadership is fired as well as arrested and jailed on charges of | 


sedition, kidnapping and more. 





attempt to convince the government to 


WASHINGTON, DC - Where next after Seattle? In April, the 





Canadian Students 
Target Montreal's 


Financial District 





CANADA - On September 23rd, students protesting education 
cutss caused havoc in Montreal's financial district, vandalizing 
the stock exchange and setting a bonfire before the riot squad 


- moved in and arrested 18 people. 


Several hundred CeGEP and university students, calling on 
the provincial and federal governments to spend budget sur- 
pluses on education, demonstrated through the streets of down- 
town and made their way to the Montreal Exchange building in 
Victoria Square at about 4 p.m. A small group of protesters 
chanting "No Justice, No Peace!" pulled down a Canadian and a 


Quebec flag outside the building and surrounded a security - 


guard who tried to stop them. The flags were later used as fuel 
for a bonfire set at the corner of McGill and St. Jacques Streets. 

"The stock exchange is a symbol of capitalism and the busi- 
ness class who ask the government to make cuts,” said Matthieu 
Francoeur, one of the protesters, who stressed that the 
Mouvement Pour le Droit a l'Education wants the government to 
stop cuts to the post-secondary system and start working toward 
a system where all education is free. 

At about 4:30, the Montreal Urban Community police riot 
squad moved in and dispersed the group. Most of the protesters 
either fled or were forced into the Victoria Square metro. But 
about a dozen were caught in an enclosed circle of about 40 
police officers in full riot gear, wielding batons, outside the 
entrance to the metro. Eighteen protesters were arrested for mis- 
chief and disturbing the peace. 









































Sunday, April 9 Jubilee 2000 Mobilization to Cancel the Debts 
of Poor Countries. Contact: David Bryden, Jubilee 2000, tel: 
(202) 783-3566. http://www.j2000usa. org 


Monday, April 10 10am - Bankrupt the Bank: Baycatl World 
Bank bonds campaign, press conference. National Press Club. 
Contact: Neil Watkins, Center for Economic Justice, tel: (202) 


265-3263. http://www.cepr.net/cej 


Wednesday, April 12 Stop WTO Expansion! Rally on Capitol 
Hill. Contact: Citizens Trade Campaign, tel: (202) 546-4611 


Friday, April 14 International Forum on Globalization Debate. 
Contact: IFG at http://www.ifg.org 


Saturday, April 15 Latin America Solidarity Conference. 
Contact: Kathy Hoyt, Nicaragua Network, tel: (202) 544-9355 


Sunday, April 16 and Monday, April 17 Action at IMF and 
World Bank Meetings (Shut ‘em down!). Contact: Direct Action 
Network at http://www.al6.org 


Who Says That 
Anarchists Only 
Pick On Capitalists? 


RUSSIA - On Thursday, December 9th, anarchist protesters 
climbed atop the Lenin mausoleum located in Moscow's Red 
Square, in a rare demonstration at the holy of holies of the for- 
mer Soviet Union. The anarchists managed to climb onto the red 
marble building (which has housed the mummified corpse of the 
first Soviet leader, Vladimir Lenin, since 1924) and drape a 
white banner with the words “Against All Government” over the 
large "LENIN" inscription which fronts the mausoleum before 
police hustled them away. Russia's NTV television showed pic- 
tures of the young anarchists running across Red Square and 
making it to the top of the mausoleum unhindered. They stood 
there for several minutes before a police officer managed to 
reach them and tear the banner out of their hands. 
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Global Day 


Resistance and Cårnival 





of Action, 





Against Capitalism 


MayDay 2000 follows the successful global days of action 
against capitalism on June 18th and November 30th last year, and 
expands on them in the same spirit. Many groups from around the 
world are preparing for this event, in recognition that the capital- 
ist system, based on the exploitation of people, societies and the 
environment for the profit of a few, is the prime cause of our 
social and ecological troubles. May Ist will offer a perfect sym- 
bolic and real opportunity to build up our struggles against it, The 
international contacts list for this global day of action currently 
includes groups and coalitions in 9 countries and almost 30 cities 
around the world. In addition, the MayDay 2000 has been 
endorsed as a Day of Action by the People's Global Action 
(PGA) international conference held in India last August. 

As before, this Global Day of Action will be organized in a 
non-hierarchical way, as a decentralized and informal network of 
grassroots groups that employ non-authoritarian, grassroots dem- 
ocratic forms of organization, struggle independent of the social, 
political, and economic institutions of the capitalist system, and 
seek to effect change directly through their own action. Each 
event or action will be organized autonomously by each group, 
while coalitions of various movements and groups can be formed 
at the local, regional, and national levels. Each group chooses 
autonomously how to take part in the Day, whether for instance 
to campaign against the entire capitalist system as such or to con- 
centrate on a single issue or aspect of it. 

If you or your group plan to join this Day of Action, please 
let others know as soon as possible; to facilitate networking and 
communication. There are several international mailing lists 
available for open discussions and coordination. A public inter- 





Federal Agents Raid 
Home of ELF 
Spokesperson 


OREGON - On February 2nd, Earth Liberation Front (ELF). 
spokesperson Craig Rosebraugh had his house, vehicle and former 
Office searched by agents of the FBI, BATE, and US Forest 
Service. Hundreds of items were seized during the*raids, and 
Rosebraugh was issued a subpoena to testify before a federal grand 
jury in connection with a number of actions committed by the 
Earth Liberation Front and Animal Liberation Front. This is 


- Rosebraugh’s fifth subpoena for a federal grand jury in three years. 


It appears that federal law enforcement agencies are frustrat- 
ed by the success of the ELF and ALF, as no one has been caught 
in Over eight actions since 1997, resulting in over $15 million in 
damages. The federal actions taken against Rosebraugh should 
be seen as yet another act of repression against above ground 
activists simply due to their political and ideological views, since 
there is absolutely no solid evidence of his involvement with any 
of the direct actions under investigation. 





nania contacts Toti iS N posted to them in order to 
facilitate decentralized and non-hierarchic networking. To have 
your contact information added to it, please contact <tcjo- 
hans@hotmail.com>, indicating the country and location in 
which you plan to take action, plus any other information you 
see fit, such as the name of Your group or coalition, the events 
or actions being planned, your mailing address, email address, 
contact phone number, etc. 


_|for Housework Campaign and the International Women Count 

























‘ALL TO JOIN 
THE WOMEN'S 
GLOBAL STRIKE 


Women's Day, March 8th, 2000, is being organized by the 
National Women's Council of Ireland, the International Wages 















Network which Wages for Housework co-ordinates. Also the 
World March organized by La Federation des Femmes de 
Quebec/The Federation of Women in Quebec, Canada, is sup- 
porting the strike. 

Most of the work women do is unwaged, unrecognized and 
unvalued. The Strike focusses on women's enormous contribu- 
tion to every society and every economy. This lack of econom- 
ic and social recognition is a fundamental sexist injustice which 
devalues women and everything women do, including keeping 
wages 25%-50% below men's. In fact, though a few women are 
now in highly paid managerial positions, the gap between 
women's and men’s wages is growing. The point of this coor- 
dinated action is not to make it easier for a few women to rise 
in the hierarchy. We as a movement are learning not to confuse 
the personal ambitions of some women with the road to all 
women's liberation and the complete transformation of society. 

This is a call for a millennium which values all women's work 
and all women's lives. A strike is the best way to make visible 
women's contribution, needs and demands, because WHEN 
WOMEN STOP, EVERYTHING STOPS! 








For more information go to: 
http://womenstrike8m.server101.com 


CZECH SQUAT LADRONKA’ 





CZECH REPUBLIC - After 
Six years of occupying the § 
famous 'Ladronka' squat, resi- 3 
dents now face the serious 
possibility of an eviction. The 
City of Prague has sold the 
squatted 17th century farm- 
house to a real estate compa- 
ny who intends to rebuild the 
house as a luxury hospital for 3 
the rich. With the Prague 
meeting of the IMF and World 
Bank approaching, this threat $ 
‘of eviction comes at a time å 
when there is growing repres- 
sion against Czech anarchists $ 
and other radical left move- 
ments. 

Squatted since 1993, 
Ladronka has continually pro- 
vided space for anarchist and 
radical political activities and 
for non-commercial alterna- 
tive culture. Over the years, 
the Ladronka squatters have hosted a number of concerts, plays, 
performances, exhibitions, films, discussions, and other cultural 
actions, including children's day and an open house. Being one 
of the few spaces in Prague where it is possible to organize sup- 
port actions and benefits for many activist groups, Ladronka has 
provided an important role in helping to strengthen relationships 
between different radical cultures. 

Presently, the Prague magistrate has filed charges against the 
squatters, and plans to have the property vacated for the new 


aa 








Čech squatters demonst at. for the future of Ladronka 


legal owners. City officials have broken their promise of helping 
to relocate the squatted social center because the collective of 
Ladronka has participated in the organization of a number of 
radical political demonstrations. 
For more information, contact: 
Ladronka 
Tomanova 1, 
16000 Prague 6, Czech Republic 


U'WA SUPPORT DEMOS HIT FIDELITY 
INVESTMENTS IN OVER TWENTY CITIES 


Fidelity Investments was hit on February 3rd by demonstra- 
tions at its offices across the country in a coordinated protest 
against the mutual fund giant's stake in Occidental Petroleum, 
which is set to drill on the lands of U'wa Indians in Colombia. 
Rainforest Action Network (RAN), Amazon Watch and a coali- 
tion of environmental and human rights organizations are pres- 
suring Fidelity to in turn pressure Occidental to cancel the 
drilling project. 

Protests took place in Atlanta, Boston, New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles and other cities nationally and inter- 
nationally, About 75 protesters descended on Boston's Fidelity 
headquarters in the financial district without incident. 

Meanwhile, repression against the U'wa people themselves 
has increased dramatically. For weeks, members of the tribe 
have occupied land just outside their reservation on which 
Occidental Petroleum wants to begin exploratory drilling. On 
February 13, about 150 riot police flew by helicopter to Las 
Canoas, 210 miles northeast of Bogota, to disperse the hundreds 
of Indians who had blocked the dusty road leading to the 
Occidental drilling site. The police fired tear gas at the protest- 
ers, who were armed with wooden clubs and bows and arrows. 


Six of the U’wa people suffered cuts and bruises, while two 
police suffered minor wounds from the tribe's metal-tipped 
arrows. There were reports from tribal leaders that as many as 
five children fell into.a fast-flowing river and may have drowned 
in the confusion after the clash. 

The U'wa is an indigenous tribe of some 5,000 who have lived 
in the cloudforests of the Colombian Andes for thousands of 
years. At the heart of their culture is the belief that their land, 
which has sustained them for centuries, is sacred. They are 
adamantly opposed to oil drilling on their traditional territory, 
believing it will bring with it violence and environmental devas- 


tation. They have vowed to commit collective suicide if the proj- 


ect goes forward against their will. 
In August 1999, responding to international pressure, the 
Colombian government more than tripled the tribe's reservation 


limits. The new reservation's border stops just a mile short of the 





location where Occidental wants to drill. A month after expand- 
ing the reservation, Colombia then granted Occidental an envi- 
ronmental license to drill in partnership with. the government's 
oil company, Ecopetrol. Burdened with debts to American-dom- 
inated financial institutions like the World Bank, Colombia is 
under intense pressure to exploit its natural resources. Because 
the drilling site is not on the federally recognized U'wa reserva- 
tion, the Colombian government is dismissing any responsibili- 
ty to the tribe. 

With more than 30 million Occidental Petroleum 
Corporation shares, Fidelity is one of the oil and chemical giant's 
three largest shareholders. It controls about 10 percent of the 
company - approximately $700 million. Incidentally, "friend of 
the environment” Vice President Al Gore holds Occidental stock 
valued at between $250,000 and $500,000. 

Occidental was named one of the ten worst corporations in 
1997, and was the parent company of Hooker Chemical, the cor- 
poration responsible for Love Canal -- one of the most infamous 
toxic disasters in US history. 








“INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE ON 
PRISON ABOLITION 
IN TORONTO 


CANADA-- The ninth International Conference on Penal 
Abolition is being organized for Toronto, May 10-13, 2000. 
With the theme A Call to Transformative Justice: New 
Questions, New Answers, this Conference will examine the 
links between corporate dominance and the growing prison 
industry. Since the first such Conference in Toronto in 1983, 
ICOPA has grown to become a worldwide movement to chal- 
lenge the existing system of "justice" and imprisonment. From 
the first, [COPAs have been venues where activists and theorists 
can come together, share their experiences, build their move- 
ment, and strategize ways to further their efforts. 

To find out more, contact ICOPA at: 

“‘ICOPA, c/o Rittenhouse - A New Vision’ 157 Carlton: 





Street, St. 202, Toronto, ONT M5A 2K3. 
Phone 416-972-9992, Fax 416-923-8742. , 
Or visit web site at <www.interlog. com/~ritten/icopa. html> 
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z no Pel issero was one e of three people arrested on March 5, 
1908 for alleged "criminal association with terrorist aims” in 
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involved with an armed left- activist group and through special 
"anti-terrorism laws” were kept in prison despite the lack of evi- 
dence against them. Soon after they were arrested, Silvano's co- 
defendants Edoardo Massari and Maria Soledad Rosas were 
both found dead in their prison cells under unusual circum- 
stances (both deaths were officially reported as suicides). 

On January 31st, after spending almost two years under house 
arrest, Silvano Pellissero was sentenced to 6 years and 8 months 
in prison. His crime? According to the state- prosecutor, 

"Pellissero and those like him are dangerous for the democratic 
State, not so much for the nature of their crimes, but for the pop- 


ular consensus which they create in à Poel explosive ` ; 


social situation.” 
As the sentence was issued, police began arresting anarchist 





NY3 POLITICAL PRISONER 


NUH WASHINGTON 
SERIOUSLY ILL 


|NEW YORK - The health of US Political Prisoner Albert Nuh 
Washington has been seriously compromised after more than 28 
years in prison. He has recently been diagnosed with cancer of 
the liver and is currently undergoing radiation therapy after:a 
prolonged fight for his medical treatment. Washington's health 
had been deteriorating over the past year while experiencing 
medical neglect within the prison system. Doctors have given 
him 10 months to live. 

The Jeticho Movement Medical Project and Spparters have 
secured his place in the hospital, but there is still much work to 
be done, including demanding compassionate release. We must 
not allow any more of our freedom fighters to die in prison! 

Captured on the day of George Jackson's funeral in 1971 and 
falsely convicted of the murder of two NYC police officers, 
Nuh Washington and his two co- defendants Herman Bell and 
Jalil Bottom Muntagim were collectively. known as the New 
York 3. Nuh had been a member of the Black Panther Party and 
later, the Black Liberation Army. Framed by a COINTELPRO 
Operation initiated under the Nixon regime called NEWKILL, 
the New York 3 were sentenced to 25 years to life. Nuh is a 
revolutionary and a devout Muslim. Too often political prison- 
ers have had to suffer behind the walls alone, with no outside 
|support. Please. write to him and let him know you . care and are 
concerned. His current address i E 


Albert Nuh Washington #TTA1528. 
e Meadows Correctional Facility- 
- Box 51, Comstock NY. 12821. 


































To send donations contact: Jericho ae Movement, 
P.O.Box 650, NY NY 10009. Email: <jericho98 @usa.net> 
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MEXICO - On Sunday, February 6, more than 2,500 federal 
military police in full riot gear raided the National Autonomous 
University of Mexico (UNAM), ending a student occupation 
that had paralyzed the hemisphere's largest university for the 
past nine months. The raid on the UNAM facilities began at 4 
am, after the second judge of the district, Marfa del Carmen 
Flores Cervantes, issued 430 arrest warrants for striking stu- 
dents, which had been solicited on Thursday February 3 by the 
Federal Government. More than 600 students were arrested, 
most of whom were gathered in the Che Guevara Auditorium of 
the Faculty of Philosophy and Letters. The arrested students 
were transported first to the offices of the Attorney General of 
the Republic, and later the minors, approximately 76, were taken 
to the Guardian Council for Minors, and the older students were 
transported to Reclusorio Norte, a jail in the north of the city. 

The government counterinsurgency campaign designed to 
destroy the student movement struck a divisive blow to peace 
with the invasion of the UNAM and the arrest of strikers. The 
arrival of federal military forces in University territory not only 
violates the UNAM's constitutionally protected autonomy, but 
also marks an escalation of low intensity warfare into Mexico 
City. The most notorious violation of the UNAM's autonomy 
occurred in 1968, when the army entered the university prior to 
the massacre of Tlateloloco, in which thousands of students 
were assassinated and arrested. 

The students of the UNAM, an academic community of 
300,000, have been on strike since April 20, 1999, when the 


Mexican government announced their intentions to drastically 


raise the cost of tuition. The student movement demands include 


` the rights of students to free higher education, student involve- 
Ment in university decisions, freedom for. all arrested UNAM 
_ students, and rollback of privatization initiatives and neoliberal 


reforms adopted in accordance with the IMF and World Bank's 


-Terrorist” Laws 


~ militants in the courtroom who came to support Silvano. As. 
~ word of the heavy-handed | actions of the police against Silvano's 


supporters reached a solidarity demonstration in front of the 
scale riot erupted in the streets. Barricades 
sre formed out *farge dumy 
es Beier anarchists and riot police began to escalate. 
Eventually the anarchists were forced to retreat and take shelter 
in the nearby Asilo Occupato, a squatted kindergarten. Police 
besieged the squat for more than an hour. 

The "anti-terrorist laws" used to prosecute Silvano were intro- 
duced in the 1970's against a background of armed militant left 









-wing activism. These laws are now being used, for example, 


_ against people for simply belonging to an activist group. As one 
Italian activist explained, “If you are involved in direct action 
even to the most minimal extent you are followed and spied on 


night and day; but what is most detrimental of this “terrorism 


_ legacy” is the public image given to us. What the media call us, 
this is what people see us as; people are now scared of those who 
fight on the same side, popular support is no longer g of us, 
such laws have thrown the entire population against us.” 


AFTER POLICE RAID ON 
MEXICAN UNIVERSITY 


Jsters and road barriers, and clash- ` ‘which had ‘German plates). Damages from these attacks havè 








structural adjustment programs. 
The February 6th raid marks the fourth time that the govern- 


_ ment has tried to jail striking students, and the second federal 


operation in the UNAM during the month of February. On 
Tuesday, February Ist, over 240 students were arrested in the 
National Preparatory School Number 3, an incident which 
marked the beginning of the escalation of government aggres- 
sion. In August 1999, a military and police operation was sent to 
the Lacandon jungle to arrest students who, while attending a 
Zapatista Gathering for the Defense of Culture and Patrimony, 
had joined indigenous people in protesting the military invasion 
of the Zapatista community of Amador Hernandez. In December 
1999 over 70 students were arrested by Mexico City police dur- 
ing a protest outside the US embassy in support of Mumia Abu 
Jamal and in psalcen with the protesters arrested in Seattle. 





GERMAN AUTONOMISTS 
SUSPECTED Or ARSON 


ATTACKS ON LUXU RY CARS 


| GERMANY - On December 30th, ina space of less than 25 


minutes, nine luxury cars were set on fire across Berlin. The 
action began shortly before midnight and the cars that were 
targeted included BMWs, Mercedes, and Porsches (all of — 


been estimated at several million DM. Investigators suspect 
that the action was politically motivated and carried out by 
autonomist groups, specifically pointing to a group known as 
"Klasse Gegen Klasse = KGK" (“Class Against Class"). 

In 1992, the militant-left group "Klasse Gegen Klasse" 
began claiming responsibility for several firebomb attacks in 
the Kreuzberg district of Berlin (which was known for being a 
squatters’ stronghold). In just‘one month, 42 Juxury cars were 
torched, including the car of then- -Kreuzberg mayor Peter 
Strieder. In 1995, autonomists claimed 7 arson attacks on luxu- 
ry vehicles, with KGK claiming an.arson attack that destroyed. 
vehicles belonging to:a construction firm building a new youth 
prison in Lichtenrade. In 1996, .a series of actions were taken - 
against cars belonging to real estate developers..And most: 
recently, four luxury cars were burned last May in Berlin. : 


Newly Elected Government Sparks ae 





Fascist Protests Throughout Europe 





AUSTRIA - The recent inauguration of the new Austrian gov- 
ernment, consisting of the Conservative Party (OeVP) and Jorg 
Haider's neo-fascist Freedom Party .(FPOe), has touched off 
humerous anti-fascist protests in Austria and across Europe. In 
Vienna, as the six members of the FPOe were taking their oaths 
on February 4th, some 20,000 protesters massed outside the pres- 
idential offices, with large groups pelting police with eggs, rotting 
fruit and paint bombs. Many clashes broke out, and the new min- 
isters were forced to leave through an underground tunnel to 
avoid the melee. Afterwards: about 5,000 protesters started a 
spontaneous demonstration leading along one of the main streets 
in Vienna causing a complete traffic jam. Police used tear gas and 


water cannons but protesters managed to keep control of the 


streets. Arriving at the ministry of social affairs that now will be 
under the administration of the FPOe, 200 activists spontaneous- 
ly occupied the building and put their flags and banners on the 
balcony. Police report that 56 people were injured in the melees, 
including 43 riot cops, and more than 30 vehicles were damaged. 
On Saturday, February Sth, more than 15,000 people marched 
through the streets of Vienna. Hundreds of riot police attacked the 
march in an effort to clear the streets. Protesters responded by 
destroying a number of police cars and smashing the windows of a 
number of upscale stores and a prison. Demonstrations have continued 
daily in Vienna, and there has been talk of a general strike by unions. 
Elsewhere, there has been similar response to thé new Austrian 
government. In Oslo, Norway, a February 5th demonstration 
called by-squatters and’ members’ of Anti-Fascist’ Action (AFA) 





attracted over 300 people and ended in a streetfighting situation 
with police in front of the Austrian embassy. In Berlin, Germany, 
over 500 people gathered to disrupt a German television inter- 
view with Jorg Haider and were repelled by heavily equipped 
riot police. In the Swedish city of Malmö, the Austrian con- 
sulate was firebombed and spraypainted slogans reading 
"Fuck Haider" and "Long Live Socialism" were left behind. 
Numerous other protests have taken place in front of Austrian 
consulates all across Coes 
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